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NON-LEGAL TENDER EPISODE :

A CRITICAL ANALYSIS

Panchanan Barman A Sujit Sikidar

management ofthe nation
r,ibrant and makes the economv
s) stem olother nations for senlement of
a tbreign currenc\. In this article a critical
the method of demonetization announced bv
Reserle Bank to the back bench-
compounded the complexity

respectabilitl. of

Keywords : Dentonetisation, Reserve Bank, legel tender.

Introduction
The means of settlement of business transactions in the primitive stage of a

socien is done through a system known as 'barter' i.e. exchange of goods from a party
producing it and selling the same to another party against another goods produced by
the other contracting party.As a result money as a medium of exchange does not come

7/tba44l Vor. rv No. t, December'16 1



Non-Legel Tender Episode .,.......

into picture, there is no intervention from an agency like central banking authority-,

buyers and sellers used to settle their trades and exchanges by a mutual agreement in the

shape of 'goods for goods'; the exchange of service did not trigger atthat point of time.

With the passage of time and advancement of trade and commerce, the need

for money cutrency emerged as a medium for settlement of transaction. Money as a

matter of trust has to have a backing from an institution called the central banking

authorities for every nation of the world. This central banking authority is again kept

as an independent organization outside the government and the central banking authority

is expected to act as a custodian of monetary resources, regulator of money market,

financier to the govemment and collaborating with treasury functions of the government

to make the financial system a vibrant sustainable market, so far as the system worked

well notwithstanding some aberrations at sometime. Some dark faces often appear which

dilutes the normalcy of operation of money market. This disturbance in money market

has been a cause of concern for many elected governments and different parts of the

world at different points of time. The degree of disturbance and eventual instability in
money market causes concem for any elected govemment for any territory of the world.

Role of High Denomination Legal Tender

In this article the present researchers have established from the literature survey

the following items as an attribute to monetary stability -
i. During the last ten to fifteen years different territories have witnessed an enorrnous

financing activities supporting creation, promotion and sustaining terror related

activities popularly known as 'terror financing' usually done by holding of high

denomination currency notes.

2. In order to perpetuate terror financing some institutions are indulging in printing

fraudulent and fake currency notes and supplying them to the target nation. The

parallel operation of fake culrency along with genuine currency and legal tender

causes instability in the area of maintaining the price level, spiking the inflation

level, disturbing the purchasing power parity of domestic currency in relation to

a foreign cwrencr causing disequilibrium in crrrency exchange rate, triggering

disequilibrium in velocity of currency in circulation at any given point of time.

2 vol.lV. No.l. December 'tt, ?/,/4,anAl
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Panchanan Barman & Sujit Sikidar

3. Often high velocity of currency prevailing in the system encourages people to go
for cash-based transactions which are often not recorded in the computation of
GDP growth of a nation.

+. It ultimately leads to occumence of a parallel unaccounted economy which is
highly monetized or dependent on cash currency.

housing, gold ornaments, under recording of the monetary worth of transactions
paving the way for evasion of taxes, duties contributing less revenue for the

Soverrlment of a nation. All these attributes are not regarded as a healthy sign of
grrLrd so\ ernance. Hence, it becomes sometimes necessary from a sensitive

So\ errlment to interfere through the corridor of central banking authority to check
Ihe menace and to bring the financial system of the country in the desired level
Cf lrterStir-r]1.

Ohjrctir t.
..-.. ::-.;:-.. :.:;::.:1 enqr-rLn ha.-s been undertaken ri-ith the following objectives -

- I- ,:-::: .:3 -:t;,sis oi Jem,,rnetization of high r-alue curtency at intemational
.;'. ;. .S '...:-- .:.-< ;t natiOnal ler el,

:. To analrze the cu'rflSegueflces of declaring a curency as a non-legal tender at a
sir en point of time.

General Reasons for Demon etization
The recent announcement of demonetization by the executive head has been

.ssrgred to the follow-ing reasons -
1. To check tenor finance by the use of high denomination Rs. 500 and Rs. 1000

currencv notes.

I To check corruption in public life owing to high monetization.

-:. T.-' check accumulation of high currency in the hands of few individuals
r Chanda. 2016).

?{rln ul Vor, rv No. r, December.r6 3



Non-Legel Tender Episode ..........

Genesis of International Demonetization :

1. After Britain defeated France in the Napoleonic Wars, the British conquered

various territories of the world and set up the colonies. The Britons working

abroad needed an instrument to transfer mone)'income from the long distant

colonies to the London city. The instrument was the Bill of Exchange and London

Banks amassed affluences from those colonies by trading and cashing Bill of
Exchange; in this process the Pound Sterling became a dominant currencv which

lasted till World War I (1914 - l9l8). After the First World War Britain's

dominance was curtailed and it became to some extent dependent on the USA to

finance their import and for credit (Desai, 2016).

2. The Spanish Kingdom long had a coin called 'Real' (Royal); when Spaniards

discovered silver in Mexico and Peru in Sixteenth Century, they made a coin out

of it worth eight Real (Peso de ocho); they started calling it 'Talero'.

3. The British Colonies inNorthAmerica rebelled against Britain rn7775 (American

War of Independence). They started printing their own curency naming it the

'Continental'.

4. Demonetization means exchanging old notes for new one; it does not breach a

promise to pay. Acurency note is generally printed with a def,rnite time frame so

that it can be withdrawn or demonetrzed or converted into non-legal tender when

its use is about to terminate by the intervention of central banking authority.

What was done at that time was the gold standard abolition, replacing gold by

mere paper by many countries during and after World War I. Richard Nixon took

the US off the Gold Exchange Standard in 1968.

The demonetization of the Deutsche mark in Germany after Wbrld S/ar II and

demonetization of Ruble after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1990 took

place under political turbulence. Cancellation of the cunency notes took place

rn 1946 in view of the World War II; substantial money currenc-v w'as spent in

production of arms and ammunitions and to sustain war efforls in supplying the

defence line and military establishments in different parts of the u'orld. We

Vor. rV, No. r. Decemb er'to ?/ta,a,tu/,
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Panchanan Barman & Sujit Sikidar

\\'itnessed cash rationing slstem. liquidity restraint and restricting the use of
legal tender to drsplal resilience of the economy. British India demonetized its

.L.rren.\ in 19-16 obi iously to hit war profiteers.

Ke nr :. had adopted demonetization in 1970s which resulted in Great Recession and

til1 l0 1 6 the nation could not recover from the adverse convergence ofthe event. In

1 95 7 or,'er a conflict of money transactions with legal tender which was not in favour

of political administration inNewDelhi, thethenRBl GovernorVenegal RamuRau

resigned after a difference of opinion with the then Finance Minister T.T.

Krishnamachary.

\Ian1 countries including Russia, Britain, Nigeria, Kenya, North Korea, Myanmar

had adopted demonetization. There was demonetization in small scale in India

also. Rs. 10000 cuffency notes printed in 1938 by RBI were cancelled in 1946

lbllowing the adversity of Second World War. Again rn1954 the RBI remonetized

high currency notes by issuing fresh notes, but these were cancelled n 1976.

Issuing of Rs. 1000 notes started in the year 2000. Rs. 500 notes appeared in
1987. In November 2016, Rs. 2000 note was printed for the first time. Notes of
Mahatma Gandhi series appeared inl996 and 1997; those notes were demonetized

in 2005-06 and reissued fresh Mahatma Gandhi series notes.

8. Onl.v once cumency crisis causing shortfall of cumency in treasury surged in the

mid of Fourteenth Century. The ruler of that period known as Muhammad Bin
Tughluq suddenly cancelled the running currency and introduced 'Copper Coin'
(currency) (Dasgupta, 20I 6).

9. On 7th December" 2012Uganda declared 500, 1000, 5000, 10000, 20000 Shilling
and 10000 CHOGM all notes of 1987 would no longer remain valid as legal

tender after 30'h March 2013. The public would get time to exchange those

currency notes within 3l't December 2013. Almost for a year the people got

chance to exchange non-legal tender in their hands.

10. Myanmar changed their currency in two phases in between 1985 and 1987;
for the purpose 25,35,75 Kyat notes were withdrawn from the market on

7/t6d)ran Vor. rV. No. r. December'r6 5



Non-Lesel Tender Episode ..........

5t1' September 1987 without any prior intimation. In exchange it triggered 45 and 90

Miama Kyat note. no opportunity was offered to exchange the old notes. Huge quantiry'

of 25 Kyat note surged non-legal tender which rendered the citizen jobless. Rangoon

and Mandalay rn'itnessed a student agitation on the issue.

1 1 . Demonetization is usually associated withthe decrepit economies with hlper inflation

such as Zimbabwe recently and Argentina in the post Fiji and the Philippines have

demonetized their currency in the past. India demonetized its currency in 1978 of

Janata Pafiy Govemment under Morarj i Desai. The High Denomination Bank Notes

(Demonetization) Ordinance, 1978 was repelled and the Act remains in force. Much

of black wealth sits in gold, real estate or in offshore. India coilects just about 16 per

cent GDP as tax and state expenditure on many essential public goods such as primary

health care andpublic healthengineering is abysmally small.

Consequences of Demonetization

We now turn our attention to the objective no. two and discuss hereunder the

consequences ofdemonetrzation.India's cash to GDP Ratio is too high at around 1 1 percent as

compared to that of China 9.5 per cent, Germany 8 per cent and the USA 7 percent.

Demonetization triggered withdrawing 86.4 per cent of the crxrency in circulation,

mobilizing Rs . I4.5lac crore in the banking sector from the economy, as against which

the govemment could supply only up to Rs. 1 .4 lac crore as fresh replacement cunency

in remonetizationtill November 25,2016, as a result there has been a shortfall of
currency supply of arowdl2lac crore. There is no immediate sign ofbringing fresh

currency equivalent to non-legal tender declared by the Prime Minister from mid night

of 8ftNovember2016.

The calibration capacity ofthe AIM machine which could accommodate Rs. 100,

500 and 1000 currency notes in earlier period, has been now dispensed with and is

filled up by Rs. 2000 currency notes cabinet. The calibration capacity of the AIM
machinehas beennowrendereduseless andthe sufferings ofthepeople ofthe country

would continue in periods to come till calibration capacity is improved upon.

vol. IV. No. l. Decemb "r'to %.il,*tA.l,
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P::l;ranan Barman & sui it Sikidar

\\-e cannot lose sight of the fact that 106 persons died in ArM queue between
9'r' November 2016 till2"d January 2017 . can any government come fbrward to
compensate the loss ofprecious life ofthose persons?

'{s per commonmeasure the value ofhigh denomination currency should be 0.25 per
cent ofper capita income i. e. Rs. 25O.Inthe USA the highest currencynotes is 100
dollar in China it is 100 Yen. Following a raid by Central Bureau of Investigation
(cBI) in2009-2010 in 70 banks in the Indo-Nepal border huge quantity of fake
curen$' notes were recovered and surprisingly m4jor part of it came out ofthe curency
r ault of tire RBI' This was presented in 20 1 0 before a Committee on public Undertaking
COPU).

Frorn the govemment contract of printing Rs. 1,00,000 crore currency notes was
ottbred to three doubtful foreign entities.

The Ministry of Finance imposed a ban on other cumency printing agency such
as {RJo WIGGINS ofFrance,AB ofthe USAandLOUISENTHALof Germany.
Roberto Giori of Switzerland is a king pin in getting Indian order for currency
printing because 90 per cent of monopoly trade ofprinting currency note of 150
nations of the world is lying with Giori. Indian cumency notes are printed at
India Security Press in Nasik and Salboni in Midnapur District of West Bengal.
Printing machinery of currency note was purchased from Day-La-Ru_Giori. The
prlnting of new currency notes worth Rs. 4 crore g0 Lacs of Rs. 500 and Rs.
l(-)00 currency notes were printed in August, Septembe r 2016 in Indian Reserve
Banli Note Printing plt. Limited (BRBNMpL) at Mysore, the paper fbr the note
-,i :s br.ught in from Itqty, Germany.and Great Britain. The printing of note is
; -,::enrlr done by KBA Giori under the supervision of Switzerland. The whole
irJrrer is an episode cannot be covered here.

Generallr printing of currency note with all security measures requires minimum
'l''e 1o six rears for which even doubtful foreign entities are offered the
-:. -. - -:l::l ent,

1 >: *..' :-. \ational InvestigationAgency (NIA) along with Indian Statistical

1{tinzaf. Vor. rv. No. r. Decem ber,t6
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Institute (ISI) in Feb ruary 2}llfevealed that Rs. 400 clore of Fake Indian

Notes (FICN) wele in circulation, the study noted this has remained about the

over the last 4 years 20ll-12 to 2014-15 .

Demonetization accompanied by excess money flow into banking sector has

the way for-

a) lnterest rate to be determined by inflation expectation and

b) ThreatstofinancialstabilitY

c) Extra ordinary liquidity spike, warranting excess money must be sterilized

d) RBI may impound the gushing liquidity using the cash Reserve Ratio

mandate rather than the Reverse Repo mechanism, under which the RBI

money from banks by selling bonds that banks agree to sell back to the RBI

a pre-determined Price.

e) The CRR hike essentially impounds around Rs. 3.5 lac crore ofthe cash with

banks, tums them into compulsory reserves that eam no money for banks and

cannotbe lent.

0 Before the RBI intervention surplus liquidity had pushed banks to park funds

with the RBI, the rush to buy bonds lowering yields below the repo rate. This

inverted the yield curve and narrowed the gap between Indian and uS interest

rates, adding to the downward pressure on the rupee' The mopping up of

extra ordinary liquidity by way ofa cash reserve will thwart one ofthe benefits of

the demonetization scheme, Ultra Cheap Loans'

Even asthe bank gets no retumonthis CRR deposits, they are obligedto pay at least

4 per cent retum on their deposits. This could cripple banks given the volume involved'

To overcome the situationRBlmust startpayingbanks interestonCRRand speedup

the pace ofremonetization (The Economic Times, 2016)'

Buying ofreal estate property by some political parties at the pre annotmcement stage

i. e. before 8ft Novemb er 2016 purveying some monetary benefit to select

Vol.lv No' 1. Decemb er'to ?{'lblurl'i
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l.:nchanan Barman & Sujit Sikidar

individuals is conbary to Article 1 4 ofthe Constitution distorting the tenet of equaliSr of
all before law.

1i. A customer makes a deposit in a bank under a contract between a banker and a
customer, the contractual relation that arises is known as banker-customer
relationship. As per the Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881, a customer is entitled
to withdraw that money 'on demand', and a banker is under legal obligation to
refund the money to the depositor. There is no such provision either in the
Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881, the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, the
Banking Regulation Act, 1949 or in the constitution which can deny a depositor
to vr'ithdraw his own legitimate money. The eventual death of the citizeninATM
counters amounts to confiscating a citizen's right to live and the right to earn
livelihood under Article 21 of the Constitution. It is a violation of human right
(Sur,2016).

Conclusion

The Article 300A of the constitution ensures Right to Property for the citizens,
money deposited in a bank is a part ofproperty. The banking system is a credit institution
based on mutual trust, the action of the government amounts to breach of the trust and
rt'arrants closure of the trust institutions based on the faith and mutual trust of the
citizens. The government has mandated the citizens to make payment through Paltm
and not in cash. Pay'tm is a Chinese company in which only 20 per cent shares are held
by Indian interest and rest is with China. Imposing the executives' unilateral decision
imposed on citizens on what kind of asset the people should hold, whether it is in cash
or not, whether they should settle their transactions w'ith cash or with Pa1.tm triggers
the question of Freedom of Choice which ought to have been decided by the buyer and
seller mutually.

The curtailment of an individual's right to choose asset preference and any interference

by an elected govemment with the enjoyrnent ofright ofthe citizens should only be permissible
under law enacted by the legislature and that too for specific valid reasons ofnational interest.

Any arbitrary interference by the executive head in the govemance on directing the asset
preference of the people without parliamentary sanction is an assault on democracy and on

?/t6,a,tzl Vor. rv No. r, December'r6 9



Non-Legel Tender

political electoral system'ofthe country based on sound'principle ofjust, reasonable, fair,

equitable distribution ofjustice for all and equality for all without any discretion and such

executive action must withstand the canons of electoral govemance, failing which often the

action is termed as despotism. ln a civil society with electoral promise and adult franchise

with a written constitution the citizens expect responsible behaviour from an elected

govemment to decide upon a vital issue like upholding the acceptability and value of legal

tender or otherwise be left with the legislature to lay the rules of govemance. The task be

handed down to the concemed independent institutionbreated by law to take up the decision

bythe competentauthoritylikethe Cerltral Bank ofthenation.Adherence to thehighvalue

systeminfinancialdecisionisnotonlyessential butasufficientconditionto allowfree flowof

smooth working ofthe monetary system of any country in the world.
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IDENTIFICATION OF OUTLIERS
IN CIRCULAR DATA

Mintu Kumar Das I Bipin Gogoi

sudden

Keywords : outlier, test of discordance, von Mises dtstribution, wrapped Cauchy
distribution,, wrapped normal distribution, concentration paramete4 mean direction.

Introduction

In many field surveys or laboratory experiments, observations are recorded as
directions, which are covered under the broad term "Directional Data". Further, directional
dataare subdivided into Circular Dat4 when observation are represented as points on the
circle (i.e., two-dimensionalpoint) and Spherical Dat4 r,vhentherepresentationaremade as
points on the sphere (i.e., three=dimensional point). Applications of such data arise in the
study of animal navigation, wind direction, etc. Some probability distributions on the circle
are Uniform distribution U., Cardiod distribution C(p, p),Wrapped disfibutions-general,
wrapped cauchy distribution wc (p, p),wrapped Normal distribution wN (p, p)von
MisesdistributionVM(p,k),ac.(Fishea 1993). Foracomprehensivereadingofsuchdata
analysis, see Mardia ( 1972),Fisher (1993), Jammalamadaka and SenGupta (2001).

?/,td.aaal Vor. rV, No. r, December.r6 11



Identification of Outliers ..........

As in the linear data, circular data may also be contaminated by outlier(s) owing to

various causes, such as, recording errors, sudden short external shocks. sampling under

abnormal conditions, etc. Howeveq unlike in the linear case. circular outliers need not be too

large or too small, but could lie in the middle of the data mass. Collett (1980) illustrated this

dissimilarity with the following data set (in degrees):10, 18, 33, 48, 67,349. If we assume

the linear case, then the observation 3 60 apparently comes out as an isolated point in the real

line, Rr. But treating the data set as points on the circle, the same observation is basically

consistent with the rest of the data and is no longer an outlier. Thus to deal with circular

outlier(s), specific methodologies need to be developed. Researchers have been working in

this area to get rid of the irritation faced by data analyst due to outlier(s). Some name ofthe

researchers includes, Collett (1980), BamettandLewis (1984), BeckmanandCook (1983),

TovarandRivas (1986), Bagchi andGuttman(i990), Box andTiao (1968), Length (1981),

Sen Gupta and Laha (2000), Abuzaid et al. (2009), Abuzaid etal. (2012), Rambli, et al.

(2012),Upton (1993), Mardia (1978), etc. Collett (1980) developed fourtest statistics l,

C, D and.M to detect possible outliers in circular data.Tovar and Rivas ( 1 986) studied the

problem of circular outlier detection using predictive measure with a Bayesian approach.

Bagchi and Guttman (1990) suggested a procedure based on Bayesian approach. Upton

( 1 993) studied the Bagchi and Guttman approach along with Collett's findings and concludes

that Mardia's M-statistics is the best. Fisher (1993) summarized the sources of occurrence

of outliers.Abuzaidet al. (2009) proposed a test of discordance Abased on summation of

circular distances. Rambli et al. (2012) applied four test of discordance based on C, M, D

andAstatistic to WN(p, p) and obtainedthe cut-offpoints via simulation. Abuzaid et al.

(2012)derived the distribution of a new statistic to detect possible outliers in circular data.

They proposed this test using the circular distances between sample points and the

approximation given by Fisher and Lee (1992). Abuzaid et al. (2015) extended these

discordance tests to WC(p, p). Rambli et al. (201 5) discussed a discordancJ' test based on

spacing theory to detect outlier in a half-circular data. In this paper, an attempt has been

made to compare the empirical power of some test of discordance based on C . M , and A

statistics to identi$, outliers in the circular data due to slippage in the concentration. The rest

ofthe paper is organized as follows: Brief description ofthe three distributions and slippage

12 Vol. lV. No. l, Decemb "r'to 
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i'1:ntu Kumar Das & Bipin Goqoi

riternative has been given. The test statistics to be compared are also briefly described. In
the same section, a brief'description is appended on the performance ofthe tests for location
slippage.

Brief description of three circular distribution and slippage alternative
Here our discussion will be confined to circular outlier invM (1t, k), wN (t, p), and

l\rc (,u, p). All ofthese are unimodal and symmetric about mean direction.

I 
-on 

Mises distribution: In many aspects, the von Mises distribution is the natural analogue
on the circle of the normal distribution on RI . The von Mises distribution is defined with the
probabilig, density flrnction :

f(0): [2rls(k)]-Lexplkcos(0 - p)l ...(1)

r'here, o < 0<2tt,0 <ft< m and Io&) : ezi, lo)ixpfkcoslcp - p)lcrcp is the modified
Bessel function of order zero. The parameters p and fr are called the mean direction and
concentration parameter respectively. The value of fr is such that as k -+ O,the distribution
convergesto U,andask-+oo,ittendstothepointdistributionconcenkatedinthedirectionp.

Wrapped Notmal distribution z Awrapped normal distribution is obtained by wrapping a
normal distribution N(p,o') around a unit circle. The pdf of wN(p, p) with mean direction
p and measure of concentration p is given by :

a1s-
o\/ZTt /-/

nl.=-t

-(0*p-Znm
2o? ..(2)

Thewrappednormal distributionpossessesthe additivepropertyi.e., the convolution
oftwo ltVN vaiables is also I,'lzN, unlike the von Mises distibutions. There are some similarities
between WN and TMdistributions and these have been documented by Collett and Lewis
( I 98 1), Pewsey and Jones (2005), Goldstein and colretr ( I 9g2).

Wrapped Cauchy distribution: The Wrapped Cauchy distribution is defined with the
probability density fi:nction :

f(0\ = 1 r-P'
t \w) - zor+j,_ipr,,;g,'fi,4 < 0,p 12n,0 < p < , ...(:)

fuA,aail vot. tv, No. r. December ,r6
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where p is the mean direction and p: e -"is the concentration parameter that is calied

mean resultant length. Here o is the standard deviation ofthe original Cauchy

Rl.The WC distribution can be obtained by mapping Cauchy distribution on to the

the transformation x -+ 2 tan t O,where X is a Cauchy variable on R1 (McCullagh. 1

Fisher (1993) quantifiedthe dispersionmeasure d forthe WC distributionby a

I4lC distribution converges to the point distribution concentrated in the direction the pr

p + l. Thus outliers due to dispersion slippage could be incorporated into he WC

by shifting the value of p towardszero. Anoticeable feature of l4lC distribution is that it

a heavy tail even for large concentation, w{rich can make touble in detecting

etal.,20l5).

Slippage alternstive: Many of the discordancy tests are designed against the

slippage altemative. The obj ective in the slippage problem is to discover any vague

inagivenrandom sample from adistribution. Letus considerthe distribution tobeVM(trt,

andthe outlierproblem interms of apossible slip inthe mean directionT-2. Giventhe i.i.d.

observations 0r,0r, . . ., 9n)the slippage problem is to test the hypothesis

H o: 0,, i : 7, 2,. . ., n are distributed as VM (trt., k), agarnst

H,(locationslippage):forsome i,0 -VM}t+)"tr,k),0<)"<l andrestoftheobservations

- VM(po, k)

H,(dispersion slippage) : for some i, 0 - VMUL fr*), where k* : k * w + k and rest of the

observations - VM (trt,, k)

Test Statistics to be compared

Consider a random sample 01,02, .. . , I from VM (trto,k).t-et 0 be the sample mean

direction and R be the mean resultant length and these are defined by

tan-'(;)

o"-'(:)
*'-, (:)

if s> 0,c>0

if c <0

if s < 0,c > 0

*n
*2n

...(4)
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Ft = (Cz +s2)1/2(R > 0) ..(5)

'.rhere, C =Z?=t cosg;, .l: XLrsin01..

The circular distance is also a worthwhile measure to determine the outlyingness.
C onsidering the random sample et, 02, .. ., d with mean direction D, Raol I 969) defined the
circular distance between any two points as :

d,i -- 1 - cos(ei - e) ... (6)

Altematively, Jammalamadaka and SenGupta (200 1 ) defined the distance between
0 and,each point d as :

d@i,il=min(r, - e, zn-(0i * A)) "-1"-le, - ell...fil

Following test statistics are considered for power comparison. For the convenience,
let us term the different test statistics as Statistics I, Statistics II, etc.

C- stutistic: Collett(1980) proposed this statistic based on the relative increase in the
sample mean resultant length caused by the omission of the outlying point, say o,.From (3),
after deletion of 0,,the sample mean resultant length from the remainingpoints is defined as :

Ri*,t = R2 + 1* 2R cos(91 - g) . . (g)

Thus by intuitive consideration Collett (1980) proposed the C- statistic defined as

C=max ...(e)

where R : Rlrand R1-il : *'-"/(n- 
r;comparingthecalculatedvaluewiththecritical

percentile values, the Ho is rejected ifthe calculated value is large enough (Abuzaid et al.
200e).

M'statistic: Mardia (197 5) suggested a discordance statistic as

M' = mini{+F}, which was reformulated by colletr (1980) as

%tlnul vor. rV, No. r. December.r6 1s
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M:L-M:max fi6-a-R*1 Rq-R+1
n- R n- R

{

I ...(10)

where ftn = max;[Rc-,1].Theasyrnptoticdistributionof Missuchthat,asthevalueof i
increases the vonMises distribution canbe approximated by asimple normal distribution

A- stalistic: Abuzaid et al. (2009) developed a new test of discordancy, using the summarion

of circular distances ofthe point ofinterest to all otherpoints. Considering the7,h observ'ation

as our point of interest. the summation from it to all other observations using (4),

,, = I(t - cos(o; * o)), i = t,z, ...,n ... (11)

the value of D7 will increase if the j th observation is outlying. Standardizing the average br

division with 2, the statistic becomes :

A:m7xt#,] , i:1-,2,...,n ...(12)

where A e [0, 1] is a linear measure.

Measure of Performance and Simulation Study

To study the performance of different tests of discordance we have to compare the

tests at the same level of significance depending on the altemative hypothesis. David (1970)

and Bamettand Lewis (1984) statedthat agoodtestof discordance shouldhave (i) ahigh
powerflrnction, (ii) ahighprobabilityto detectadiscordantobservationas anoutlierand (iii)

a lowprobability of wrongly identifying agood observation as discordant (Abuzaid et al.,

2015). Thus we evaluate the powers in terms ofthe proportion of rejection. For this we are

using Monte Carlo Simulation Techniques and samples were generated fuomVM,WN and

WC distributions. For each generated sample the value ofthe statistics are calculated and

these are compared with the cut-offpoints to accept or reject the hypothesis. If it is rejected

(i.e., outlier detected), it is counted and the process get repeated. We have repeated 1 0,000

times for different sample size and concentation pmameters. For 7M distribution, the samples

were generated in such a way that (n - I) observations in a sample come fuomVM (p, k) and

1 6 Vot. lv No. t, Decemb er ,t t, ?/td,ana,/,
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one observation from VM (p, k*).For tr4lN distribution, the samples were generated in such

a way that (n - l) observations in a sample come fromWN (1t, p) andone observation from
WN(p,px). Similarly, for ['l/Cdistribution, the samples were generated in such away that
(.n - 1) observations in a sample come from WN (p, p) and one observation fro m WC (p, p*).
Here the values of the contamination level is such that as the value of 'w'decreases the

samples are contaminated with prominent outliers and.w: 1 indicates that the sample is

outlier free. The simulation study w'as carried out on R (version 3 .2.2) andthe proportions of
rejection are displayed in the tables and graphs in the next section.

Results and Discussion

For higher concentrated samples as the concentration is shifted towards zero, the
detection power is supposed to be increased more rapidly than for lower concentrated
samples. Form the Thbles l -6 and Figures 1-6, we observe the following points :

In case of small samples from von Mises distribution, the C-statisic has the maximum
power to detect single outlier. Particularly the power is almost equal for C and,A-*atisics for
higher concentration k:70.The detectionrate is negligible for M-statisic in less concentrated

samples but inhighlyconcentrated samples M-statisic shows significantproficiency. When
samplesizefromvonMisesdistributionislarge,thentheperformanceisnegligiblefor k:2.
while C, M mdA-statisics performs almost equally for higher concentration k:10.

In case of samples from wrapped normal distribution , for p : 0.2 and p : 0.4 , all
the three test of discordance fails to track down outliers. k"respective of sample size and for
higherconcentration p:0.gthetestsbasedonCand^A-statisticshavethemaximumpower

to detect single outlier, bfiM- statistic showsnegligiblepower.As shownintables 3-4 also

the C and,A-statistic performs equally and at most these can identifu outliers in 60 percent

contaminated samples.

Forwrapped Cauchydistributionthe powerofdetection is somewhat different from
the othertwo distributions.As areasonwe canmentionthatthe wrapped Cauchydistribution
has a heary tail even for large concentration and as a consequence the detection ofoutliers
becomes difficult for this hear.y tail lAbuzaid et al., 201 5).

?/tbarul Vor. rv No. r. December,r6 1t
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Table I : Empirical power under dispersion slippage for VII distribution at
a: 0.05 and z : 10

Table 2 : Empirical power under dispersion slippage for VM distribution at

a: 0.05 and n : 30
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Iig- I : Lntpiricai discordance rest 1br Vl\{
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Table 3 : Empirical power under dispersion slippage for WN distribution at
a:0.05andz=10

Table 4 : Empirical power under dispersion slippage for WN distribution at
d: 0.05 and n : 30
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Fig-2: L-mpirical djscordauce test tbr VM
distribution at s.-0.0,i. n-.-10 rnd k-10
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lrig- l : Empirical discorciance rest lbr VN{
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Table 6: Empirical power under dispersion slippage for WC distribution at
a: 0.05 and n : 30

Fig-5: Empiricai discordance test for WC distribution
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From the tables 5-6 it is observed thatfor p:0.2 allthe three test fails to detect

outlier both for n: I0 andn:30. Althoughfor p:0.4 and p :0.9 the test based on

C-statistic possesses higher power, but this is also negligible in the sense that it can hardly

detect upto 15 percent contaminated samples. Here one more evident result is that the test

based onMstatisticisaveryweakone incomparisontothe othertwo, w{richis incontradiction

withthe findings byUpton (1993).
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Conclusion

Inthispaper, thepower ofperformance ofthree test ofdiscordancebased on C, M

andA-statistics were investigated through extensive simulation study.For von Mises

distributionwithhigherconcentationitcanbeconcludedthatastheshiftindispersionincreases,

the power of detection also increases, regardless of sample size. And especially the

discordance test based on C-statisic is more preferable. For wrapped normal distribution

the detection is meaningful whenthe concentrationoftheparentpopulationis higher and

particularly the discordance test based on C andA-statisic are useful.In case ofwrapped

Cauchy distributionwithhigher concentrationthe test based on C-statistic canbe usedbut

the detectionrateis very low. The simulation study shows that due to the heavy tailed

characteristics of wrapped Cauchy distribution, the power ofperformance is very low

regardless of the level of slippage in concentration. Also, one noticeable point is thatthe

performance ofthe three tests is similar for von Mises and wrapped normal distribution

because ofthe similarities between these two distributions.
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CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
REPORTING PRACTICES :

A CASE STUDY OF MAHARATNA COMPANIES
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Introduction

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) is the responsibilin of the business to take

up activities for social and sustainable development of the society. C SR is a process with the

aim to embrace responsibility for the company's actions and encotirage a positive impact

through its activities onthe environment, consumers, employees, communities. stakeholders

and all other members ofthe public sphere who may also be considered as stakeholders.

CSR can be understood as a management concept and aprocess that integrates social and

environmental concerns in business operations and a company's interaction with the full

range of its stakeholders. The essence of CSRcomprises philanthropic, corporate, ethical,
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environmental and legal as well as economic responsibility. An altemative, synonyrnous to
CSR is PEOPLE, PLANET and PROFIT also known as 'Tliple Bottom Line' (Wikipedia).

The World Business Council for Sustainable Development stresses, "CSR is the
continuing commitment by business to behave ethically and contribute to economic
development while improving the quality oflife ofthe workforce and thefu families, as well as

ofthe local community and society at large...". (This definition was developed in 199g for
the first WBCSD cSR dialogue in The Netherlands) (Mazurkiewi cz, . . ..).

The United Nations Global Compact ([NGC) asks companies to embrace support
and enact, within their sphere ofinfluence, a set of core values in the areas ofhuman rights,
labour standards, the environment and anticomrption. The European Commission defines it
as "a concept whereby companies decide voluntarily to contribute to a better society and a
cleaner environment. " (European Commission, 2001 )

CSR ensures positive contribution to society and managing the organization's
environmental impact. CSR as a contribution to sustainable development, implying the way
a company balances its economic, environmental and social objectives while addressing
stakeholder expectations and enhancing shareholder value (Global CSR Summ it,20l3).

CSR not only includes the activities that a company undertakes in order to utilize
their profit to enable social and environmental development, but also includes the methods
that a company employs in order to eam these profits including socially responsible invesftnents
and transparency to various stakeholders among others. The basic objective of CSR is to
maximize the company's overall impact on the society and stakeholders while considering
environment and overall sustainability Q{agoti4 2Ol4).

Public sector enterprises or public sector undertakings have been the backbone of
Indian Economy since the time of independence. With support from the Govemment of
Indi4 thesecompanies havebeeninvolvedinvarious industrial activities, manufacturing and
producing various products, raw materials and offering numerous other services for the
benefit ofthe citizens of India. These industries have been related to core sectors like Mining,
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Oil andNatural Gas, Electrical Power Generation and Distribution, Telecommunication,

kon and Steel, Hear,y Water Resources, as well as industries in other verticals like fertilizers

and Petro-Chemicals.

The objective ofthe scheme isto delegate enhanced pouen to the Boardsofidentified

large-sizedNavratna CPSEs so as to facilitate expansion oftheir opemtions" both in domestic

as well as global markets.

Maharatna Scheme was introduced for Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs),

with effect from 19th May,2070, in order to empou,er mega CPSEs to expand their
operations and emerge as global giants. In the year 2009. the goverrrment decided to establish

the Maharatna status on companies so that they could raise their investment ceilings from
Rs. 1000 Crores to Rs.5,000 Crores and this can be done without appro\ a1 olthe gor.emment.

At that time, only 6 companies with sufficient tumover and net \\ ofih u ere sranted the

Maharatna status. That helped them with a greater power of autonoml in the functioning of
those particular companies.

Presence ofthree different levels ofrecognition for the conrpanies suggests that

there must be some reasons for which a few select companies har e been chosen to be

granted such status of Maharatna, Navratna and Miniratna. Presentlr to be eligible for the

\4AHAIL\I{A status, there are certain criteria to be fulfilled b1' a spec itic company :

o The company should already have aNavratna status

o It should have an Indian Stock Exchange listing with the requisite public shareholding

as laid down by regulations of SEBI.

o Annual tumover should be on an average more than Rs 20"000 Crores ifthe last

3 years are taking into account.

o Net worth ofthe company should be more than Rs 10,000 Crores for 3 previous

years.

o Average profit annually should be more thanRs 2,500 Crores after Tax since the

last 3 years.

26 vor. rV No. r. Decemb er'16 ?/tlA:l/Ll,



Iecob Konwar & Saurabh Chakraborty

o International operations and global presence should be of significant value and
worth.

Following CPSEs have been identified as Maharatnas :

1. BharatHear,yElectricals Limited (BHEL)

2. Coallndialimited(CIL)

3 - GasAuthority Oflndialimited (GAIL)

4. Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL)

5. National Thermal Power Corporation Limited (NTpCL)

6. Oil &Natural Gas Corporationlimited (ONGCL)

7 . Steel Authority oflndia Limited (SAIL)

Under the Maharatna status, companies can incur an expenditure on purchasing
new products or go for replacement without any monetary ceiling. Procedure of granting
Maharatnastatus is to be initiated by concemed administrative ministries or depar-tments

andthe final decision istakenbyinter-ministerial committeewithinitiative oftheDeparknent
of Public Enterprises. Powers that would be delegated to the boards of the companies,
which are being granted the Maharatna status, would be its management by a restructured
board and forthe purpose, the Department ofPublic Enterprises, lays down certainrules
and directions.

The performance of Maharatna CPSEs would be reviewed annually by the Inter-
Ministerial Committee, and thereafter by the Apex Committee headed by the Cabinet
Secrelary which will recommend continuation/divesknent ofMaharahra stafus. The review
will focus onthe eligibilityofMaharatna CPSEs vis-d-vis the criteria laid down forgrant of
Maharatna status, and their performance during the previous year(s).

CSR Activities and the Companies Accountability
With CSR spending becoming mandatory forprescribed class ofcompanies,there

is bound to increased engagement of companies with social and development projects. So
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far, there were only voluntary guidelines for companies to follow. The rationale for CSR

activity is that corporate eams their profit by exploiting diflerent resources ofthe society and

so a portion of a benefit derived by them should be channeled for the betterment of society.

The basic idea ofsuch stipulations is to report business community's contribution for fi.rlfilknent

of social, environmental and economic responsibilities. While contributionto the local

community is agood objective, business should choose social, environmental and economic

activities that contribute to society atlarge.Moreover, an extensive CSR commitment of

companies helps to boost their image and goodwill within the society, creating alternate

value for the frm. Significantly, there is no hefty penalty for defaulting CSR norms. Only an

explanation and minorpenalty charges is to be given andpaidbythe board inits report for

such non-compliance. So, it seems there is no real coercive factor. The Government has

adopted a peaceful strategy with the provision- either contribute to society or inform the

society as to why they (corporate sector) are not contributing.

,A.study carried out by Singla andArora (2015) involves analysis of social disclosure

practices oflarge manufacturing companies. The study intended to check the CSR disclosure

practices based on 18 items of eorporate social disclosure index. In a SFAlApaper'An

introduction to CSR, a primary classification of the areas addressed by CSR, reflecting

CSR goal and principles are classified into three categories namely Environment, Sociai and

Economic (Katsoulakos, SapounaandZevgolis,2004). Srivastava (2015), inherpaper

'Corporate Social Responsibilfu reporting in India' examines the social responsibility reporting

practices adopted by two large size Indian companies - Hindustan Lever Ltd. And Infosys

Ltd. The findings ofher paper reveals that the companies are reporting many CSR practices

intheir annualreports, butthere is aneedto establishrelationshipbetween socialresponsibility

discotnses and value of a firm and also validating relevance of diflerent modes of disclosures

for the internal and extemal users. [n a study conducted by Robert, Adams and Hill (1998),

on 150 annual reports from six European countries examined social reportingpractices

using content analysis. The results ofthe paper indicate that large companies are significantly

more likely to disclose all tlpes ofcorporate social information. Drawing on existing (Pre-

Companies Act,20l3 scenario) theoretical and empirical literature onthe rationale behind

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), Sarkarand Sarkar, (2015) intheirworkingpaper
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analyses thepotential implications ofmandated CSRunderthe recentlyenacted Companies
Act, 201 3 in India on firm incentives. By empirically examining the voluntary CSR behavior

of a sample of 500 large companies listed on the Bombay Stock Exchange for the period
2003-2011 that predates the new regulation, they looked into the responses of corporates

that come under the ambit of the law, implications for resource availability and delivery of
social goods, and the prospects and challenges of implementing mandated CSR. Kumar,
(201'4) in his paper attempted to analyze the CSR status in India. His paper reported that
there is a need for creation of awareness about CSR amongst the general public to make

CSR initiatives more effective. Such efforts will also motivate other corporate houses to play
an effective role in addressing issues such as access to education, health care and livelihood
opporfunities for a large number ofpeople in lndia through their innovative CSR practices.

Objectives of the Study

In order to study the CSR activities performed by the Maharatna companies, the
following objectives have been drafted:

. To study the types of CSR activities carried out by the Maharatna Companies in
India.

o To determine the pattern of CSR activities followed by the Maharatna Companies

overtheperiod oftime.

Scope ofthe Study

The present study is undertaken to determine the Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) initiatives adopted by Companies operational in India. For this objective, few selected

Companies were taken as case study on the basis of their status of Maharatna Companies

conferted to them by the Department of Public Enterprises, Govemment of India.

In Indian Vedic verses " Ratna" is denominated as treasured gems and precious
stones. Syrnbolically, the terms Maharatna, Navratna and Miniratnas are supposed to stand

for such combination of gems and precious stones in the hierarchical order. The Maharatna
(Maha:Yast and Ratna:Gemstone), the Navratna (Nav:Nine and Ratna:Gemstone)
andthe Miniratna(Mini:SmallandRatncrGemstone) are symbolicallyare segregationof
companies on the basis of their expansion and market value. It is of great importance for the
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companies to be inducted into the list of Ratnas in the country because it gave them a

different status and level in the society and among the other private and public undertakings

( htto //www.empl ovment-news. M.

Research Methodology and Hypotheses of the Study

The present study is taken to know about CSR initiatir es undeftaken by the

Companies. The study is based on secondary sources of information..\s per Department of

Public Enterprises (DPE), Seven (7)Mahatatna Companies (BFIEL. CIL. GAIL, NTPCL,

IOCL, ONGCL and SAIL) were undertaken forthe study. The anal1 sis of the results and

discussions thereon is made on the basis of ContentAnal,vsis technique. Information were

also collected from other relevant websites, apart from the Arurual Reports of the Maharatna

Companies.

Considering wide variations of activities conducted by the Maharatna companies

this paper has grouped the CSR activities into eight categories. Thel' are :

o EnvironmentManagement& SustainableDevelopment

a CommunityDevelopment

. Healthcare & Medical

o Education

o Donations & Charities

o Conservation ofNational Heritage Sites

a Sports

o WomenEmpowerment.

On the basis of the objectives of the study, the work also intends to investigate

whether the CSR reporting practices have been followed uniformly across the items under

consideration over the period oftime by the Seven MaharatnaCompanies or not. For the

pulpose oftestingthe null hypothesesthevariables are determinedonthebasis of'1'and'0'.

Ifan item has been disclosed'1' has been assigned and ifnot then'0'has been assigned.

Thus, theNull hypotheses are :

Null Hypothesis (Ho 1 ): There is no significant diflerence in mean values of the item-

wise disclosure of CSR activities performed by the Maharatna Companies over the period
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oftime. ([Io: p EnvironmentMgt. & Sustainable developmentr : p CommunityDevelopmen!
:pHealthcare&MedicaL:pEducationo:pDonations&Charities.,:pConservationof

National Heritage Sitesu: p Sportsr: p WomenEmpowermentr).

Altemative Hypothesis (H, t;: trr Environment Mgt. & Sustainable development, * pr

Community Developmentr* 1t" Healthcare & Medical, * p Educationl r [r Donations &
Charities, + p Conservation of National Heritage Sitesu * pr Sports, + p Women

Empowermentr.

Null Hypothesis (Ho2): There is no significant difference in mean values of theYear-

wisedisclosureofCSRactivitiesbytheMaharatnaCompanies. (IIo: pBFIEL, : pONGCLT:

pSAIL,: pCIL*: pGAIL-: prIOCLu: pNTPCLT).

Altemative Hypothesis (H,2): pBHEL, + pTONGCL, * pSAIL, +1lCILo+ pGAIL,

+ plOCLo + pNTPCL-.

To test the Null Hypotheses of the study, Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) test has

been applied. It is a procedure that tests for significant differences between three or more

means. It determines significance via the calculation ofthe F Statistic. As the study intends to

test the significant mean difference in reporting CSR activities by the Maharatna companies

and as such the nos. ofparameters considered is more than three, the ANOVA test has been

applied.

Period of the Study

To achieve the objectives ofthe study, five (5) year'sAnnual Reports ofthe selected

Companies are into consideration i.e. Annual Reports for the years 2008-09,2009-10,

2010-ll,20ll-12 and 2012-13. The secondary sources of information were collected

from Annual reports, relevant books, journals, websites, other reports and so on.

Result and Discussion on CSR Practices of Maharatna Companies

From the analysis oftheAnnual reports ofthe Maharatna companies over the five

year study period, it has been noticed that all the companies have given thrust to different

forms of Corporate Social Responsibilities. Table no. 1 reflects the different thrust areas of
Maharatna Companies over 2008- 1 3 study periods.
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sl.
No.

Name of the Maharatna
Company

ThrustArea(s)

1 BHARATHE,AVY

ELECTRICALS

LIMITED (BHEL)

Self-emplo;,rnent generation

Environment Protection

Community development

Education

Health management & medical aids

Orphanages & Old-age Homes

Infrastructural Development and Disaster/

Calamity Management

2 COAL INDIA LIMITED

(cr)
Environment Management & Sustainable Der elopment

Community Development

Healthcare & Medical

Education

3 GASAUTHORITYOF

INDIA LIMITE,D (GAIL)

Community

Infrastructure, Drinking Water. Sanitation

Literacy Enhancement and EmPou'erment

Educational Aids

Healthcare and Medical

4 INDIAN OIL

CORPORATION

LrMrrED (IOCL)

CleanDrinkingWater

Health & Medical Care

Expansion of Education

5 NATIONALTHERMAL

POWERCORPORATION

LIMITED G.JTPCL)

Education and capacity building facilities

Healthcare support

Sanitation and public health

Promotion of sports and games

Communitycenters

32

Table 1 : Thrust areas given by Maharatna Companies

during the studY Period
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Vocational training and capaciq,building

Skill development centers

Access to water, road & electricity
Support for agricultural activities

Other initiati ves considered beneficial for the
neighbourhood population around the business units

including vocational trainingEducation

Health Care

Entrepreneurship Schemes (self help and
livelihood

Infrastructure support near ONGC's operational
areas (roads, bridges, schools, hospitals in &
around its operational units)
Environment Protection, Ecological conservation
and promotion

tage sites, LINESCO heritage
monuments, etc.

Protection of heri

Promotion of artisans, craftsman, mus lclans, artists, etc

Empowerment, Girl Child Development
and Gender Sensitive

Women

projects

Promoting sports and sportspersons

managementWater

physically mentally challengedinitiatiVES for and persons

6 OILAND NATURAL
GAS CORPORATION

LTMTTED (ONGC)

Sp conferences 'kshoponsorshi Sof emp wor1nars. etcS,

Development Villages (MSV s)fo Model Steel

Providing Medical & Healthcare

Immunization

Ante andpostnatal care

7 STEELAUTHORITYOF

INDIA LIMITED (SAIL)

Education
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Access to Water facilities

Construction of roads, Road Side Drains & Streetiights

Environment

Women Empow-erment

Assistance to people nith disabilities

Sustainable Income Generation thrtu-qh SellHelp Groups

Promotion of Sports. -{rts. Culture and

Source .' Compiled from Annual Reports of the Contpanies lor the Year 2008-09,
2009 -10. 2010-ll, 20ll -12 and 2012-13 .

Table 2 : Nos. ofcompanies disclosing the item-wise parameter in the rrler ant financial year

{lriteria ?{}08-0e l{}{:}9-1r'l :1r.,r-l 1 lill l-ll faill-li
Frnvironrnen(
managcment nnd
s-uslain&ble d*r*l*prtcnt

7

{r0*} {rss} t li!{it I iiitli

1

r l{}{l\

C.*rnmunity. devcl*pnrcnt
o

{s5"7r}

7

{r**}
5

(ltt(.tr i:5.-it
7

{:**}
l"lealth fare and l4cdical

5

{?1.IX3}

6

{s5.7ri

7

{1ffi}
1

i Ii)01

Educati*n
3

{4?.$6}

6

i85.? r t

6

{85.7r}

6

{85.7r}

1

{1**}

l)*nation s and Clraritics
2

{?8.5?}
0

1

{143e}

3

(4286l'
2

#e.svj
(. **servati*n o J' hi atirrr"ril I

I.treritage sites

I

{ I-1.2}}

:
{?8.57}

I

{14.:el
I

{142e7

:
{:8.57}

Spurrs
I

{ },4.29}

I

{14"?qi

I

{ 14,29 }
il

I

rlJlt)\

W*rn*n rrl'tpol(,enllcllt {,}
2

{}8.s7}
0 l) 0

source.' computed from the Annual Reports of BHEL, ONGCL, SAIL, cIL, GAIL,
IOCL and NTPCL.
.ny'ole .' Figures in parenthesis shows percentage of disclosure scores.
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The CSR initiatives are taken up by the companies in different parts of the country

depending upon their business interest and need and requirements ofthe society. The study

intends to determine the frequency of incurring CSR related costs by the Maharatna

Companies over the period oftime and by performing content analysis the Table 2 atdTable

3 are derived. Almost all the companies me giving special thrust on Environmental management

and sustainable development initiatives (Table 2).

Table 3 : AI{OVA: Item-wise disclosure by MAHARATNACompanies

Source.' Computed.

Table 4 : POST HOCANALYSIS MATRIX (Scheffe test) :

Item-wi se di sclosure by MAHARATN A Companies

Multiple Comparisons (Mean Difference)

Dependent Variable : Numbers of items disclosed

Source.' Computed.

fu6naan vor. rv No. r. December'16 35

Sum ofSquares Df Mean Square F Sig,

Between Groups 290.800 7 41.s43 56.329 000
Within Groups 23.600 32 737
Total 3t4.400 39

CSR
activ'ities

ET{&SD ct) H&MC ilclu D&C NHS Sprrs WE
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0.800

{0.944)
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5.000*
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5.200x
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5.800*

{0.000)

6.200*
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H&MC 0.600
(0.q8e)
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{0.000)

4.800*

$.000)
5.400*
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5.800 *

(0.000)
Edu 4.000'+

(0.000)
4.200*
(0.000)

4.800*
(0.000)

5.200*
(0.000)

I}&C 0.200
(1.000)
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(0.000)

r.200
(0.674)

NHS 0.600

0.e8e)
1.000

(0.839)
Sprts 0.400

(0.eee)
WE

EM&SD
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hrote : EM&SD - Environmental Mgt and Sustainable development.

CD: Community development.

H&MC: Health and medical care.

Edu: Education.

D&C: Donations and Charity.

NHS: Conservation ofNational Heritage sites.

SPRTS: Sports.

WE: Women empowerment.

*. The mean difference is significant at the 0.05 level.

Figures in parenthesis show significance value.

Analysis oftheANOVAestimates (Thble 3), shows that the \u11 H1'pothesis No. 1

is statistically significant at 5 percent level of significance, which means that the null hl.pothesis
of no significant mean difference in the item wise disclosure of CSR actir ities b1 Maharatna
Companies is rejected. Thus, the altemative hypothesis is accepted justitr rn_e that there is a
significant mean difference in the item-wise disclosure of CSR reporting practices followed
by Maharatna companies during the studyperiod.

To determine the variables amongst whichthere is a signiticant mean difference, a
PostHoc analysishasbeenperformedbyusing Scheffetestofsignificance (Table -l). Examination
of the Scheffe test of significance reveals that there are four mean comparisons that are
significantly different. The results ofPost Hoc analysis reported that there is a considerable
mean difference between Environmental management and sustainable development;
Community development; Healthcare and medical & Education w.ith the mean values of
Donations and Charity; Conservation of National Heritage sites: Sporls & Women
empowerment.

Table 5 : Nos. of criteria disclosed by the Maharatna Companies in
the relevant financial vear

C*rnpany 2008-09 200s- r 0 2010-r r 201 1- r? 2012-13

BHEL
4

(s0)
4

(50)
1

(s0)
6

(7s)
6

r 75)

0NG('r_
-)

(37.50)
6

t7s)
6

(75)
I

t r2.50)
6

(75)
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SAIL
5

{62.s0)

5

t62.s0)

4

(s0)

A.+

(50)
5

(62.s0)

CIL
4

(s0)
1

(s0)

A
I

(i0)
4

(50)
4

(s0.)

CAIL
-)

(3?.50)
1

(s0)
4

(s0)
5

{62.s0)

4

(50)

to{:L
2

(25 )

3

(17.50)
5

{6?.s0i

5

(62.50i
5

(62.-50)

N'T'PCI-
s

(62.5ii)
5

(6:.50)
;t

{50}

5

(6?.50)
4

{50)

source.'computed fromAnnual Reports of BHEL, ONGCL, SAIL, cIL. GAIL. IocL
andNTPCL.

Note : Figures in parenthesis shows percentage ofdisclosure scores.

Analysis of annlral repofts and as repofted in table no. 5 it has been found that all the
Maharatna companies are continuously engaged in different types of CSR based activities
over the five year study period. A11 companies have consistently improved their number of
CSR activities undertaken during the study period.

With respect to the second hypotheses of the study, the ANOVA test result depicts
that there is no significant difference in the mean values of year-wise disclosure of eight
parameters ofCSR activities bythe MaharatnaCompanies (Table no 6). In simple terms it
means that the null hypothesis is accepted and there is no chance of accepting the altemative
hlpothesis. Consequently as there is no significant difference in the mean values, the need for
estimating Post - Hoc Scheffe test of significance is less relevant. Accordingly, the result of
Post Hoc analysis depicts the same as expected

Table 6 : ANOVA: Year-wise disclosure of eight parameters

by MAHARATNACompanies

Sum ofSquares Df Mean Square Sig.
Between Groups 3.486 6 581 .424 .857
Within Groups 38.400 28 t.371
Total 41.886 34

Source.' Computed.

?/t6.anal vot. w,No. r. December ,r6

F

37



Corporate Social Responsibility Practices ..........

Thus, as a matter oftesting the hypotheses ofthe study, it has been estimated that the

first Null hlpothesis got rejected at 5 percent level of significance and the second hlpothesis

cannot be rejected.

An extensive review and content analysis oftheArurual reports of the companies

helps to indentiflz some of the major findings of the study tou ards CSR activities ofthe

companies during the study period.

1) The Companies do not followauniformpattem ofpror iding inlbmration abouttheir

CSR initiatives undertaken. For example, in case of CO-\L NDI-A. LIMITED, it

provided information about the CSR Fund allocation in ag-sregate ntanner. i.e. it includes

CSR Fund allocation made by its subsidiary companies. But on the other hand, the

other six (6) Companies provide the same information in a segregated manner.

2) Each of the Companies have tried to improve their CSR Reporting 51 stem in their

Annual Reports over the period 200 8 -09 to 2Ol2-1 3. uhich i s a pxr s itir e si gn indicating

that the futureAnnual Reports would provide much clear vieu about tlie allocation of

fund for CSR activities and information about the avenues in n'hich such expenditures

are incurred are expected to be provided.

3 ) All the Maharatnas have complied with the guidelines framed b1 the DPE (Deparftnent

ofPublic Enterprises), Government of tndia and the Presidential Directives issued for

upliftment of SC/ST population by providing them emplolT nent oppofiunities.

4) In case of some Companies among the Seven (7) under our consideration, a separate

report is prepared containing detailed information about CSR initiatives undertaken

by them. But, such reports relating to periods prior to last one/trvo years are hardly

available in the Companies' websites.

5) A11 companies are giving special thrust to environmental issues and role of their

organization towards sustainable development. Apart from this, observation of annual

reports shows that they are also primarily focusing on community development,

healthcare and medical facilities and education related activities.
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6) [n order to help women to become self-reliant, during the year 2009-10, NTpCL has
provided assistance to 500 tribal girls/women in 15 kibal villages of Udaipur District
of Rajasthan. AGirls' Hostel was constructed at Guntur District ofAP and financial
support was also provided for organizing educational and developmental workshop
for Kashmiri migrants. 50 Solar Lantems were provided to Girls' Hostel attached to
one oftheKasturbaGandhi BalikaVidyalayainthe vicinityofNTPC Korba Station
tlrough TERI under the LaBL campaign.

7) ONGCL isthe onlyMaharatnaCompanywhichhas reportedthattheyareproviding
assistance to sports and related sections ofthe country through their CSR platform.

8) In terms of donations, reliefs and charities, SAIL and BHEL contributed towards
Uttarakhand foodin2}l2- 1 3 ; IOCL and GAIL donated funds to the relief operations
after cloud burst in Leh in 2010-11: SAIL, ONGCL. BHEL,loCLand others also
significantly contributed towardspost flood and earthquake reliefoperation across the
counhy.

9) Each ofthe Maharatna Companies has their own well-structured areas in which they
carry outtheiractivities towards the welfare ofthe environmentandmankind.Among
these areas, some are common among all the 7 Companies whereas some are
heterogeneous in nature.

Recommendations for Improving CSR Reporting practices

After analyzing the Arurual Reports ofthe Maharatna Companies, a number of facts
have come to light and on the basis ofthe findings ofthe study some areas of improvements
are highlighted in succeeding points for better CSR reporling practices ofthe Maharatna
Companies. Theyare:-

1) Information about CSR activities of the companies should be disclosed and reflected
within the Annual Reports.

2) Monetary facts and figures such as amount allocated towards CS& filnd spent towards
various welfare activities, etc. must be provided in theAnnual Reports ofthe respective

Companies for the users olsuch report in future.
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3) Sustainability Reports, ifprepared by the Companies, relating to a period of at least

past two years must be made available in the Companies'websites.

4) GAIL in its Arurual Report 2 Ol2-13 had provided its CSR Fund allocation, which as

per our findings can be considered the best presentation. as it showed sector wise

allocation of funds.

5) There must be a specific format to be followed by the Companies for the purpose of

recording the CSR initiatives and expenditures in a unifbrm pattem.

The present study is considerably limited in one sense as it lr'as intendedto understand

the CSR reporting practices followed by Maharatna companies during 2008-09 to 2012-

13, the study does not consider theAnnual reports prepared by the companies after

companies Act, 201 3 . Clause 1 3 5 ofthe Indian companies Act, 201 3 along with companies

(Corporate Social Responsibility Policy) Rules, 2014 and other notifications related thereto

makes it mandatory (with effect from lstApril, 2014) for a fitm with a net *'orlh of at least

Rs. 500 crore with minimum tumover of Rs. 1000 crore or a net profit of Rs. 5 crore or more

to spend at least 2 percent ofthe average net profits of the preceding three years on CSR

13). This limitation ofthe paper gives an ample

scope for future work to be carried on in similar line'

Conclusion

After making careful observation of the data sets, the Maharatna Companies in

India are continuously striving for efficient CSR activities for the overall development ofthe

environmentandtheentiremankindlivingwithinaspecifiedradiusofitsvariousworkcenkes.

These initiatives not only help to improve the quality of life and standard of living of the

people living around the work centres, but also help to a gteatextent to build a positive

image ofthe Company. It has been also found that the CSR initiatives ofthe Maharatnas not

only includes Social and Environmental welfare activities, but also includes a number of

proj ects wftich he$s to promote the generation and usage of renewable or altemative sources

of energy which is a effort to make the world self-sufficient of energy in future when, the non-

renewable sources ofenergymaybecome exhausted.ACompanywithaverywell structured

and organized setofcSRgoals andactivities is acompanytobe adoredby all and its future
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prospects to prosper is always more as because it will receive suppoft from large number of
benefi ciaries of its CSR initiatives.

Thus, with the continuous expansion ofbusiness giants like Maharahra Companies,
role of such giants is becoming pivotal to social change. It is expected that different
developmentai activitiesunderthe respective CSRinitiatives ofthe companies shall becarried
out on a continuous basis in future and helps the overall development ofthe society, country
and the whole world at large.
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Introduction

The'Bolllr,vood'commercial Hindi film industryas an'enteftainment industry'has

become a global mass media instrument with a remarkably rich and diverse production of

movies on different issues of Indian life. While Bolly'vood has explored different socio-

cultural issues it has never featured northeast India in its real to life siruations. Although the

North East is a rich repository of multifarious tribes and ethnic cultures. there is only a token

representation of this vast indigenous culture in Boll1'wood commercial cinema. In some

movies the region has indeed been projected as a volatile place of unrest u-ith insurgency

operations, bomb blasts, kidnappings and hijackings of different miiitant goups. In certain

other attempts the region is seen to be misrepresented through distorted images and the

people from northeast are porlrayed as outsider to an alien land and culture uho are constantly

in search of identity in a global world. Bolly"wood movies perpetuate certain stereotypical

categorization ofpeople from northeast as backward, violent, and underdeveloped tribal

people with certain eccentric and peculiar habits and identical lifesty le. Boll1-u ood movies as

adominant ideology ofmainstream tndianstryto present amake believe version oflife and

the tribal culture without having any extensive research on the different issues.

Objectives

This study is based on the hypothesis that Bollpvood cinema is not successful in

contextualizing the socio-cultural interaction befween mainland hdians and northeastem tribes.

So, the study intends to analyze a few Bollyr,vood movies which try to represent the experience

ofnortheastempeopleas outsiders inmainlandIndia. This studywill lookatthatrepresentation

in Bollpvood as an intellectual silencing and will take recourse to different film study

approaches and theories in interpreting the cultural stereotyping ofthe northeastem ethnic

culture.

The study intends to consider Bollyrvood films as text and as complex object for

investigation and inquirythroughwhichtheproduction and dissemination ofmearingstake

place. The main objectives ofthe shrdy are to identiSz the multi-layered politics ofrepresentation

ofnortheastem life and culture in the films and how it culminates in cultural stereotlping. For
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that purpose the study will do a content analysis of Bollyr,vood films by adopting qualitative

research technique of describing, explaining, and interpreting the contents of Boll5,.wood

films. For the purpose ofthe present study seven Bolllr,vood movies have been selected.

Methodology

This study attempts to establish that the region and the people from North East India

are often stereotyped, exoticised and eroticized inthe cinematic space ofBollyr,vood. This

study will be a critique on the ideological considerations ofthe mainland Bollyr,vood filmmakers

whichresult infurthermarginalization ofthe supposedmysterious culture inthe northeastem

region. This study will be analyical and descriptive in nature. This study will consider films as

texts and interpret films as object of inquiry with the methodological openness and adopt

qualitative researchmethods inthe form ofcontent andtextual analysis ofBolllr,vood films.

Based on the premises of inductive reasoning the study will identif, pattems and themes

through interpretation oftilms as text.

The textual analysis of Bollyvood films intends to assert that the Bollyrvood films
promote certain agendas ofmainstream filmmakers. The films are chosen from different
periods. In all of these films northeast India and its people are represented through a

homogenized narrative. All these films represent and portray northeastem people as

marginalized sections ofgeater tndian societyand addresses onlythe dominant ideology of
the elite mass in mainland tndia to continue to marginah ze andsupplement the process of
'othering' of the supposed mysterious culture.

Apatt from looking at films as text the study intends to look into reviews of critics

and audiences inwebsites, newspaper utdmagazine articles to understandafilm'sreception.

The theoretical considerations of this study will draw a broad perspective resulted from

considerations oflacanianpsychoanalysis,Althusser's theory ofideology, Postcolonial theory

Cultwal materialism, Feminist fihn theory etc.

Stereotypes in Bollywood

Stereotypes are some generalized images and fixed repeated characterization of a

person or a given social group. Basically stereotyping is understood as negative attitudes

?/t6n/,41 vot.rv,No. r. December'r6 4s
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with some easilyidentifiable charactertraits abouttheperson, social goup andtheirmernbers

that have been represented. It is generally perpetuated through certain racial remarks, sexual

remarks, and gender remarks and it finally results in racial prejudice and discrimination

againstthem.

Edward Said,in Orientalism(l978). laid out a theory which argued that the

differentiationthattheWesthas madebetweenthe Orient (EasQ andthe Occident(West) is

a fabrication which serves to meet the needs ofthe West to exert its political and hegemonic

power. The northeastern part is often viewed as 'Other' and outsider to mainland India for

being in geographically separate location with different historical origin and culture. The

people from northeast India are categorized and homogenized into one identical group in

Bollyr,vood ignoringthe vast diversity ofcultures and identities.

Bollyrvood film industry as a product of mainland India and also located at the

centre, hasputnortheasternculture andways of life intothemargininterms of cinematic

representation. Boll1r,vood, governed by the idea of profit and commitment to entertain,

representsthenortheastempeoplewith somereadilyavailable images as irrational stereotypes.

It results in fuither discrimination and alienation of the marginal tribes from the region.

Bollylvood presents a make believe version of the region in its cinematic space and all the

people from northeast are labeled as'Chinese', 'chinky', 'tribal'people.

Woman as object of Desire in Shudh Desi Romance

Rana Kab b ani inher book Imp e r i al F i ct i o ns : Europ e's Myths of Or i e nt ( P andor a,

19g4) looks at the production of the Eastern female as a figure of licentiousness and

obj ectification ofthem as exotic creatures. Feminist film theory has adopted film crttic Laura

Mulvey'sobservation that the female figure is always constructed as an objectto be looked

at and hence construct a'masculine' subject position for the viewer. Being in centre there is

acommonmisconceptioninmainlandlndiathatNorthEastem girls are shameless and dress

to excite men. Bollylvood films as part ofthe mainsheam culture essentially works to eroticize

and sexualize the tribal women by setting her up as the 'other' with certain negative eccentric

atfibutes as distinct from the mainstream collective self. Northeastem women are presented
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to the audience as spectacle for male desire, as decorative objects that dance, pose and
seduce men with provocative clothes.

Bollpvood portrays women from northeast India with certain feminine attributes
and assassinatesthe characterofwomenbyhomogeniztngasifall women inthis region are

affectionate, cheerful, childlike, compassionate and tender. This image and identity ofthe
northeastem women gets a representation in the form of the lady protagonist of the movie
Shudh Desi Romance (20L3). It is a romantic comedy directed by Maneesh Sharma
where Parinneta Chopra and Sushant singh Rajput play thelead roles. The film is set in
Jaipur, Rajasthan and tells us atriangular love story and explores the views ofthe mindset of
young generation on live-in-relationships and arranged marriages. tn this movie a girl from
Assam, who is studying at Jaipur, is seen to have in live-in-relationship with a boy from
mainland India. The tender lady protagonist fromAssam who is all alone in mainland India is
an object of curiosity and male desire and has been eroticized in the cinematic space. The
lady protagonist is porhayed as a figure of licentiousness that has lots of bol&iends which is

nothing other than a racial prejudice and sexist subjugation by the male gazein mainland
India. One character ofthe movie also remarks that Guwahati, the capital city ofAssam is
very far from mainland India. This movie thus portrays a girl fromAssam who is constantly in
search ofher identity in mainland krdia.

North Eastern outsiders in Mary Kom and Chak De India
Homi Bhabha in Nation and Nanation (1990) argues against the tendency to

denote the ThirdWorld Countries into ahomogenous identity. The dominantclass has a
practice to hold conflicting ideas about the m argtnalizedclass to exercise their hegemonic

designs. The ideology ofthe mainland India exercises their neo colonialist agenda for fi.rther
interrogation ofthe marginal culture ofthe periphery to lead them to feel a sense of double
msr:grultzanon. Although the 3 0 percent ofthe total population is 'fibal' all the northeastemers

are believed to be tribals due to some similarities in the Mongolian origin population of the
northeast. Thedistinctandpeculiarlifestylewithethnic, cultural,religiousandlinguistic diversity
is never recognized and all the northeasterners are racially labeled as 'Chapta' (flat nosed),
'Oriental' or'Chinky'. Just because of theirphysical appearance, they are not accepted in
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mainland India and often treated as foreigners on the soil of their own country. Khasi

commentat or Patricia Mukhim comments: 'the region is treated as tenemy territory'

which needs to be subdued by "force.'

Shimit Amin's Chak De Inctia (2007) is simply known to be a patriotic movie

where India,s national game hockey is being taken up as the backdrop of the narrative. This

movie glorifies Indian national women's hockey team and shows the team becoming world

champion after overcoming many hurdles. Two woman hockey plal'ers lrom Manipur and

Mizoram are treated as foreigners in mainland India and subjected to repeated sexual

harassment. These two female athletes from the northeast India are asked by the coordinator:

"Welcome! We are glad our guests.from the farthest corners o.f India could

join us". The girls stare in silence and the man asks "Ilh1t's v'rong? Aren't

you happy?" And the girls reply' "How canwe be happy ifv'e crre regarded as

guests within our own countrY?"

Aplaybacksong is usedasbackgroundtothesetwo female characters from noftheast

India : ,,North-east ki taazgi inki aan baan aur shaan hai" (the freshness of the north-

east is their honour and their pride). It symbolizes the mainland conception of northeast lndia

as apristine land separate fromtheirs and in distance fromthem.

Despite a patriotic movie it fails miserably in uniting and uplifting the feelings of

nationalism. It rather signifies the filmmaker's lack of imperative to narrate the nation and

integrate plural entities into the national consciousness'

Maryt Kom (2014)is based on Indian Boxing maestro M.C Mary Korz's life' ln this

movie director Omung Kumar tries to portray the life of five-time World Boxing champion

and Olympic medalist M C A,[ary Komfrom Manipur. The movie has also received positive

response from the reviewers for its treatment ofthe ongoing armed violence in Manipur' The

filrn opens with scenes ofviolence, curfew and destructi ontlntMary Kom andmany Manipuris

have witnessed right from their childhood.

The movie Ma ry Komis also about the exclusion the region has to face in mainland

India. Indian woman boxing maestro Mary Kom forbeing a player from the northeastem
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part of India has to face identity loss due to the deep set racism against the'chinki-looking'
people. The movie briefly highlights on activities ofthe boxing federation in India and how
they are biased towards northeastern players.

The fikn is set in the Imphal and the protagonist is intimately tied and ftamed against

a background of harsh mountains, tall trees, and clean streams. The place wherc Mary Kom
is shown to have her practice session is in the hilly temains. Though it was supposed to be in
Manipur actually the shoct was done in Manali, Himachal Pradesh. Apart from that the
movie has onlyhvo ritual sequences whichexactlyporlraythe culture inManipurthough it is
supposed to be a genuine cinematic work. One is Kom'sChristian wedding, and the other is
a tribal celebration held when Kom rctlnns after victory from a tournament.

The movie also raises the issues ofthe politics ofappropriation and representation
of Bollywood Hindi industry. The movie has been given a harsh criticism for priyanka

Chopra's portrayal of a North Eastem boxing maestro. The Bolllrvood actor representing
Alary Kom is aNorth Indian Punjabi whose identity, culture and race are different from the
tribal community from wh ich Mary Kon hails has been regarded as a kind of racism against
the northeastem people. The Boll1'wood filmmaker only caters to the masses for entertainment.
Educating people about the story of Mary Komand the conditions ofher hometown and her
real life has little to do with the concems ofthe movie maker. The filmmaker did not bother
to cast a Manipuri actor to play the lead role of Komwho could have done justice to the role
because of similarities in accent to physical features. According to Richard Kamei in
wwwsaddahaq.com.

"The hegemony of Bollywood tilts towards upper caste, class and the hindi
speaking culture. The manner in which Priyanka Chopra appropriates and
represents Mary Kom and her tribal identity is identifiable with lowestform of

racism. "

The movie received success and acclaim from audiences, critics and others but all at
the cost ofmisrepresenting and misappropriating Mary Kom and the tribal community she

belongs to.
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The North Eastern 'tribal' from margininNasha, Softwure Hardware Kya Hai Yaroo

and Margarits With a Straw

Language can be used as a medium through rn{rich a hierarchal structure of power is

perpetuated, and the medium through which conceptions of truth. order and reality is

established . Michel Foucault argues, "Those who hold language hold pov'er. Language

not only constructs and colours our experience of the world, it cctn also be used to

marginalize, to constrain, or to enable". Hindi language hlm industry as the language of

the elite class in mainland lndia use cinematic representation to subjugate the ethnic culture

liomthemargin.

The global media Bolllr,vood portrays the tribal identity of the region by a standard

set of attributes like goodness, spontaneity, and innate simplicity. To them cuteness and

shyness are the inbom qualities of the tribal people of northeast. The northeastem tribal

people like dancing and singing withtheir drums and erotic costumes. In Boll1uood's porfayal

the youths are music lovers and prefer smoking and drinking than studl' Thel- are introduced

as stereotypes with a guitar in hand, branded shoes and apparels. and basically English

songs on their lips. This type ofrepresentation is far away from realitl' as such.

l{asha is 201 3 Indian teen coming-of-age film directed by Amit Sarerua. The story

is set in Panchgani, a hill station in the state of Maharastra. Saahil and his gang of cool,

happy-go-lucky and jolly fellows belong to the best gang ofthe school who has their share

of fun and pranks. In their group there is a student from northeast India who goes to study in

an intemational school in Panchgani. The teen students including the boy are portrayed as

loud, shameless and boisterous who share cheap jokes, adult comments and sing semi erotic

songs. Here the boy from the region becomes an outsider to the mainstream culture and life

and a silent observer to all the happenings aroturd. There are also assaultive and objectionable

comments on food habits and diet of noftheast people. There is a racist joke on Mizo

community ofthe Mizoram in a song ofthe movie.

Margarita with a Straw (201 5) directed by Shonali,Bose talks about a girl with

cerebral palsy and her struggle with the normal activities in her life. A student of Delhi University
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and an aspiring writer who writes llT ics and creates electronic sounds for an indie band falls

for the lead singer. Being rejected by the boy this rebellious young woman leaves her home

in lndia to study inNewYork University and again urexpectedly falls in love and the rest is

about her joumey ofemotional, sexual exploration and self discovery. The movie also deals

with the issue of lesbianism and the treatment of both Indian and American society to the

differently-abled persons. This girl with cerebral palsy falls to a boy fromAssam rmho sings

Assamese songs. This boy fromAssam is portrayed again as a stereotype with his eccentric

tribal physique, unusual and distinctive accents and'chinki'look.

Sofnaare Hardware Kya Yaroon (20 I 2) is an indie venture directed by R abi Kisku

that makes an attempt to understand the lives of IT and Software Engineers in Bangalore

during recession. The plot revolves round four close f iends cum roommates working in the

same IT Company (Srinivas Naidu from Hyderabad, Girish Reddy from Telangana, Narrain

from Cherurai and Nongem from Mizoram). They are part of a programming team for a

project in the same company and get a chance to go on site duty to Japan along with other

five members. The movie can be categorized as a slapstick comedy where comedy of errors

begins due to difference in accents, culture and social etiquette between the Japanese instructor

and them. The character liom Mizoram is porfrayed with his unusual and identifiable accents

and with his eccentric habits and practices which becomes a flrn factor. His friends consider

him as Japanese rather than an Indian. Here the boy fiom Mizoram becomes an outsider and

a silent observer among mainland Indians with his individual quirks distinct from others.

North Eastern eccentrics in Joy Ho Democracy andAisa Yeh Jahan

According to Homi Bhabhathe colonizer circulates Stereofpes about the laziness

or stupidity ofthe colonized population through racist jokes, cinematic images etc.InThe

Location of Culture (1994),he explores the ways stereotyping and discrimination work in
terms of a theory of discourse. The mainland Indians believe all the northeastem part of India

as a hilly and remote terrain with inaccessible deep jungles. Their distinct language, dress,

and identical accent make them the marginal other in mainland India. Their distinct language

and accent make them to be gibberish in trying to be Hindi speakers. There is also a general
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Joy Ho Demouacy (201 5) is an Indian comedy film written and diectedby Ranjit

Kapoor and stands as a dark satire on Indian politics. tn the plot a hen becomes the subject

of cross border dispute after it wanders into the no man's land area between India and

Pakistan, triggering panic among the army posts of the two nations. The home minister sets

up a committee meeting to discuss the situation, and decide whether India should go for war

or not. This discussion between members follow a series ofhilarious events and chaos in the

committee meeting for the rules and etiquette, regional and ethnic dif[erences and aimless

arguments ofmembers. The fihn thus takes a comic look and criticizes the politicians, loopholes

ofthe nation's administration and the sensationalism ofmedia. Acharacter from northeastem

state ofAssam has beenportrayed as loud ex-army Mr. Baruah. This character is presented

as a farcical character with identical accents and parochial notions. The character Major

Baruah speaks accented Hindi rvhich appears totally different from others and becomes the

pivot of comedy. Despite a star studdedmovie it fails inintegratingthe diverse cultural

heritage ofthe nation.

Aisa YehJahan (2015) is a socio-environmental film directed by Biswajeet Bora

fromAssam that focuses on life and survival ofhuman being. The film has the credit to be

India's first carbon neutoal film. Set majorly in Murnbai, and partly inAssam and Meghilay4

it is the story of immigrants from a small town inAssam to the city of dreams Mumbai and

their detachment with nature. An Assamese family settled in Mumbai gets trapped in the

concrete jungle of metropolis and has to face hardships and had to return to their native

place of birth for peace and solace. Director Bzswajeet Bora first brings out the problems of

urbanization and brings stark comparison between the life in mainland India and in the village

life ofAssam amidst natural environment. The movie also raises the issue ofracial discrimination

and the issue of child labour in rnban life.

The characters in the movie are shown to face racial remarks. They have to keep on

informing the mainlanders thatAssam is apart oflndiaandthey are not outsiders. The young

Assamese child maid fromAssam has to constantlyface derogatory and racistremarks and
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who is forced to live in a city and try to be happy with whatever she has been. She has to
search for her identity in the urban world as no one in the mainland India recognizes her real
identityandbelievesherasNepali. The directorofthemovie being fromAssam, hehasbeen
able to portray the Assamese culture and aesthetics in realistic terms. The scenic beauty of
the filmic locations andthe endearingfolk songs atthe backdrop ofthemovie brings certain
north eastem flavour to it. But still the filmmaker could have done more justice to the film
with more realistic images of life in rural Assam being a filmmaker from the region by
overlooking only the entertainment quotient and the imperative to sell the movie among
mainstreamaudience.

Conclusion

The biggest reason for discrimination and biased representation ofthe northeaster-n

identityandculture inbollywoodisthe lack ofexposure ofthe land andlack ofgeographical
know{edge. Filmphilosopher andciticAndre Bazinbelievedthatcinemashouldbeartistically

committed to realism. Such biased representation ofmainstream media like bollywood is
based on complete misunderstanding and lack of empathy for the culturally-different. But for
this the film-makers cannot alone be held responsible. There is a larger cultural and political
subtext to such stereotyping and misrepresentation of North-easlern people in the pan-
Indian mindset ofthe filmmakers. It is time to erase those complex perceptions and bridge
the communication gap between mainland India and northeast through academic intervention.
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COMPARISON BETWEEN MANUFACTURING AND
SERVICES ENTERPRISES:

A DISTRICT LEVEL ANALYSIS

Rubab Eatema Nomani

Keyw o r ds : Manufac tur in g e nt erpr i s e s, s erv i c e s e nt erpr i s e s, X2 -t e s t.

Introduction
The MSME sector is an important engine of economic growth in both developed

and developing countries. Studies have affirmed that small industries not only provide
immediate employment on a large scale (due to their high employment elasticity),
raise income and living standards of people in lower income brackets, but also promote

local entrepreneurship and indigenous capabilities, widen the industrial base, promote

geographical dispersal ofindustrial activity based on local resources, and thereby reduce

regional imbalances and promote equitable distribution of income and wealth. [Tandon
andKaur, 1981;Prasad, 1983;Verma, 1996;VinitaKumar, 1997; Rangarajan. lgggl.
This sector constitutes the back bone of the Indian economy, with a significant
contribution to Gross Domestic Product (GDP), industrial production, employment
generation and exports. It is estimated that the /MSMEs/ SSIs (Small scale industries)
in the Indian economy account for about 37%o of total manufactured output and 33Yo

of total exports of the country. As the second largest employer, this sector employs
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about 110 million people in over 48 million units spread across the country the labour

intensity in this sector being about 5 times higher than that of the large industries. Also

these enterprises offer a wide spectrum (over 6000) of products for mass consumption

(MSME Annual Report, 2014-15).

In India the concept/definition of small scale industries has been in the process

of evolution since the middle of the twentieth century. On Octobet2,2006,the Govt.

of India enacted the MSMED Act, 2006 which is path breaking in many respects. It

not only gave clear and decisive definitions of units in different categories, but also

considerably simplified registration procedures. The Act widened the earlier, rather

limited concept of industries' to that of 'enterprises'. It integrated the three tiers of

enterprises viz. micro, small and medium, based on their investment. The three

categories of enterprises were classified into two classes - (a) Manufacturing entetprises-

the enterprises engaged in the manufacture or production of goods pertaining to any

industry specified in the First Schedule of Industries (Development and Regulation)

Act, 195 1 . They are defined in terms of investment in plant and machinery. O) Services

enterprises- the enterprises engaged in producing or rendering ofservices, and defined

in terms of investment in equipment. The investment limits are stated in Table 1.

Table 1 : Definition of Micro, small and Medium Enterprises

Investment inplant and machinery/equipment(excluding land and building)

Manufacturing Entetpri se s Service Enterprises

Micro Upto Rs. 25lalilt Upto Rs. 10lakh

Small More than Rs. 25 lakh and upto Rs. 5 crore More than Rs. 10 lakh and upto Rs. 2 crore

Medium More than Rs. 5 crore and upto Rs. 10 crore More than Rs. 2 crore and to 5 crore

Source: MSME Annual Report 2014-15.

Thus a major and distinct categorization of MSMEs in India is by the two

types of activities- manufacturing and services. According to the Fourth Census of

MSMEs, 2006, out of the total registered units in India, 670/o were engaged in

manufacturing activitie s and33o/oin services activities. The growth rates are presented

rnTable2.
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Table 2 : Average annual growth rates( o/") in number of enterprises and
employment during 2001-02 to 2006-07

Manufacturing Services

No. ofEnterprises 3.76 0.47

Employment 9.84 2.06

Source.' MSME Annual Report 2014-1 5.

A significant change took place in2006-07, when the coverage of the services

sector was extensively broadened, by including activities pertaining to wholesal eltetail
trade, legal, educational and social services, hotels and restaurants, transport and storage,

warehousing (except cold storage). Thus the role of the services sector has become

more important now. At this critical juncture, it is important to have a detailed
understanding of these two major categories from different perspectives. This study is

an attempt in this direction.

We have selected Dibrugarh district in upper Assam because industrially, it is
one of the most developed districts of the state and also, it has the highest number of
MSMEs and generates highest employment in this sector in upper Assam. It in fact
occupies third place (after Kamrup and Nagaon district) among the twenty seven

districts of Assam (Statistical handbook of Assam 20t4-15).

Objectives of the study

(i) To present a comparative picture of manufacturing and services enterprises of
Dibrugarh district during the study period, April 2007 to March 201 1 with respect

to different parameters.

(ii) To examine statistically, the significance ofthe differences between manufacturing

and services enterprises with respect to different parameters.

Hypothesis

To achieve objective (ii), the following hypotheses will be tested :

(a) Ho : There is no significant difference between manufacturing and services

enterprises by investment limit.
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(b) Ho : There is no significant difference between manufacturing and services enterprises

by age.

(c) Ho : There is no significant difference between manufacturing and services enterprises

by ownership type.

(d) Ho : There is no significant diflerence between manufacturing and seruices enterprises

by gender ofowner.

(e) Ho : There is no significant difference between manufacturing and services enterprises

by category of activities

(D Ho: There is no signiflcant difference betweenmanufacturing and services enterprises

by caste of enterprises

G) Ho : There is no significant difference between manufacturing and services enterprises

by gender of workers.

Methodology

Data for the study is collected from secondary source, that is Entrepreneur's

Memorandum Part-II (EM -II) DICC, Dibrugarh. Subsequent to the MSMED Act 2006

and with effect from October 2006, filling of EM- II came into practice. EM-II gives

more accurate information about the actual working enterprises. Available information

on the total units( our Universe) thus found, is classified using manifold tabulation method,

that is, two way and higher order tables, by the various parameters relevant to the obj ectives

of our study. Statistically testable hlpotheses are framed and the X2-test is used to examine

the validity ofthe hypotheses. X2 test is one ofthe most widely used non-parametric tests

of significan ce. X2 test test enables us to determine whether or not two or more attributes

are significantly associated/related. However it is not a measure of the degree or form of
the relationship between the two attributes (Gupta, 2002).

Analysis of Findings

There are a total of 499 enterprises that have filed EM -II during the study

period,of which 47oh are in the manufacturing sector and 53oh are in the

seruices sector.
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In table 3, the manufacturing and services enterprises are classified by the first
parameter, the investment limit, namely micro, small and medium enterprises.

Table 3 : classification of enterprises by investment limit
Category by investment limit Manufacturing Services Total
Micro 209 256 465
Small & Medium 25 09 34
Total 234 499

Source.. Field Study

12 test is used to examinethe following hypothesis.

Hn : There is no significant difference between manufacturing and services
enterprises by investment limit.

The calculated value of X2 is 10.2599, which is more than the table value of
3 '84 at 5o/o level of significance and 1 degree of freedom. Therefore the hypothesis is
rejected' The difference between manufacturing and services enterprises by investment
limit is statistically signifi cant.

In table 4, the manufacturing and services enterprises are classified by the
second parameter, the age of enterprises.

Table 4 : Classification of enterprises by age

AgeinYears Manufacturing Services Total
5 -10 t74 196 370
10- 15 51 60 111

15 -2A 04 04 08
20+ 05 05 10

Total 234 265 499
Source: Field Study

The difference in age between manufacturing and services enterprises is tested by
the following null hypothesis
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H, : There is no significant difference between manufacturing and services

enterprises bY age.

The calculated value of x2 is o.04695,which is less than the table value of 7. 8 1

at 5yo level of significance and 3 degrees of freedom. Therefore the hypothesis is

accepted. It means the diflerence in age between manufacturing and services enterprises

is not statistically significant.

In table 5, the manufacturing and services enterprises are classifted by ownership type

Table5:Classificationofenterprisesbyownershiptype

OwnershipType Manufacturing Services

Sole-Proprietor 202 257 4s9

Partnership t6 06 22

ffitompany & Olbq.t- t6 02 18

Total 234 26s 499

Source; Field StudY

The difference between manufacturing and services enterprises by ownership

type is tested by the following null hypothesis'

Ho : There is no signifrcant difference between manufacturing and services

enterprises by ownershiP tYPe.

The calculated value of X,2 is lg.ggL,which is more than the table value of 5'99

at 5o/o level of significance and 2 degrees of freedom. Therefore the hypothesis is

rejected. The difference between manufacturing and services enterprises by ownership

type is statistically significant'

In table 6,themanufacturing and services enterprises are classified by gender

of owners.

Table 6 : classification of enterprises by gender of owners

Gender ofowners Manufacturing Services Total

Male t76 t52 328

Female 58 113 171

Total 234 265 499

Source.'Field Study
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The difference between manufacturing and services enterprises by gender of
their owners is tested by the following null hypothesis.

Ho: There is no significant difference hetween manufacturing and services
enterprises b;' gender of orvners.

The calculated value of X2 is 17.6061, which is more than the table value of
3.84 at SYolevel of significance and 1 degree of freedom. Therefore the hypothesis is
rejected. It means that the difference between manufacturing and services enterprises
by gender of their owners is statistically significant.

In table 7, the manufacturing and services enterprises are classified by category
of activities.

Table 7 : Classification of enterprises by category of activities

Category ofactivities Manufacflring Services Total

Weaving 72

Construction & Engineering 79 60 139

Forest based, Food based & Agro based 76 2A 96

Others 1a
JJ 113 t46

Total 234 265 499

Source; Field Study

The difference between manufacturing and services enterprises by category of
activities is tested by the following null hypothesis

H" : There is no significant difference between manufacturing and services
enterprises by category of activities.

The calculated value of N2 is 83.2199, which is more than the table value of
7.81 at 5Yolevel of significance and 3 degrees of freedom. Therefore the hypothesis is
rejected. The difference between manufacturing and services enterprises by category
of activities is statistically significant.

In table 8, the manufacturing and services enterprises are classified by caste of
workers employed in the enterprises.
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Table 8 : Classification of enterprises by caste ofworkers employed in the neterprises

Caste ofworkers Manufacturing Services Total

General t497 541 2038

OBC 318 148 466

SC t34 85 2t9

ST 187 60 247

Total 2136 834 2910

Source: Field Study

The difference between manufacturing and services entetprises by caste of

workers is tested by the following null hypothesis

Ho : There is no significant difference between manufacturing and services

enterprises by caste of workers employed.

The calculated value of X2 is 19 .7 4, which is more than the tabled value of

7 .87 at 5Yolevel of significance and 3 degrees of freedom. Therefore the hypothesis is

rejected. The difference between manufacturing and services enterprises by caste of

their workers is statistically significant.

In table 9, the manufacturing and services entetprises are classified by gender

of workers.

Table 9 : Classification of enterprises by gender of workers

Gender ofworkers Manufacturing Services Totat

Male 1889 515 2404

Female 247 302 549

Total 2136 817 2953

Source; Field Study

The difference between manufacturing and services entetprises by gender of

workers is tested by the following null hypothesis.
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H, : There is no significant difference between manufacturing and services
enterprises by gender of workers.

The calculated value of X,2 is 251.88, which is more than the table value of 3.84
at5%olevelof significance and 1 degree of freedom. Therefore the hypothesis is rejected.
It means that the difference between manufacturing and services enterprises by gender
of workers is statistically significant.

Limitations of the study
A limitation of the study is that only those parameters on which information is

available in the EM-II, DICC, Dibrugarh could be taken for analysis. Also some categories
had to be merged together to obtain the minimum sample size for performing X2 test.

Conclusion

We observe that during the study period 47o/o of theunits registered are in the
manufacturing sector and 53%oare in the services sector. There is statistically significant
difference between the manufacturing and services enterprises in Dibrugarh District
with respect to all the parameters, viz., investment limit, ownership type, gender of
owner, category of activities, caste of workers and gender of workers. However there
is no statistically significant difference betweenmanufacturing and services enterprises
by age of the enterprises. This is in tandem with a priori expectations.
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Introduction
lndustrialisation isthe process ofestablishing, nur[uring and $owth ofindustries

in any economy and this may helpful in generation of income and means for livelihood

in any region or locality. However, till date industries are not playing the desired role

in devdlopment of rural locality. If we consider specific case wise reference in this

scenario, suppose for Dibrugarh district of the country India. The presence of large
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numbers of industries as Oil India Limited, Brahmaputra Valley and Fertilisers
Corporation of India, Brahmaputra Cracker and Polymer Limited and Tea Industries
are visible in the district; inspite of this human development index, the financial
inclusion index and socioeconomic status of the rural areas of the Dibrugarh district
was not impressive as reported and computed by the various research studies. Here
the researcher tries to explain the impact of commissioning of the Brahmaputra Cracker
and Polymer Limited (BCPL) in the development of the rural locality of Barbaruah
Development Block.

Brahmaputra Cracker and Polymer Limited (BCPL)
Brahmaputra Cracker and Polymer Limited is a joint venture of GAIL, NRL,

OIL and Govemment ofAssam. The total project cost estimated at time of establishment
was in the tune of Rs.5460 crore. The project profile indicates a total polymer production
of 280 thousand tonnes per annum. Government ofAssam will provide exemption for
entry tax on capital goods, works contact tax and sales tax on feed and products for 1 5

years. The Central Govemment will provide excise duty and income tax relief for 10

years. The schedule time of completion of the project is 60 months. The project will
offer direct employment to 800 persons and indirect employment to 1 lakh persons.
The project will open up avenues of opportunities in multifaceted directions. Besides
opening of various socio-economic linkages, scope for setting up of chain of
downstream industries is expected to open on completion of the project.r Finally on
Feb, 2016 the BCPL project comes in to reality after a huge cost escalation to the tune
of Rs.9833.52 crores.

To facilitate the growth of downstream industries of the Gas Cracker Project
the GovernmentAssam has started implementation of a Plastic Park at Gelapukhuri at
Tinsukia district. An area of 500 acre has been identified and around 400 acres of
which is in the final process of acquisition. The proposed site for the Plastic Park is
located 3-4 kms from the Tinsukia town and about 45 kms from the Gas Cracker
project site.

The project Tinsukia Plastic Park will have a world class infrastructure and
business environment to attract large units in the country All the common facilities
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like training, designing, tool room, recycling units etc will be integrated into the project

to make itself sufflrcient in all respect. The approved project cost ofthe Tinsukia Plastic

Park covering a physical area of 500 acres is Rs.9031 lakh of which Central share is

Rs.4000 lakh and state share is Rs.5031 lakh. A sum of Rs.2587 lakh has so far been

released by the Govt of Assam for the land acquisition of the project. AIDC Limited

has been designated as the nodal agency for acquisition of land for the Plastic Park by

the Gort. ofAssam.

Objectives

The present work is an empirical as well as a descriptive study on impact of

commission of BCPL in the rural development of the locality. The study is conducted

with the following objectives :

(1) To study the impact of commission of BCPL in the infrastructural development

of the locality.

(2) To study the impact of commission of BCPL socio economic development of

the locality.

Methodology
The study is an analltical as well as descriptive one in the field of role of

industries in development of the rural locality. It is a micro level evaluation study

which is focused on the impact of commission of BCPL in the rural development of

the locality. The data required for this study are collected from both the primary as

well as secondary sources. The primary data are collected from the from the sample

household respondents through survey questionnaires. The secondary sources consist

of various research journals, books various statistical reports of Govt. Departments &

World Bank, newspapers, and annual audited reports of BCPL and websites of related

search.

Sample Design

Population of the studY -

The BCPL project Dibrugarh is commissioned at the Lepatkata area of the

Borbaruah Development Block. The Borbaruah Development Block consists of 13
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Gaon Panchayat namely Barbaruah, Garudharia,Lezai,Kalakhowa, Kotoha, Borpather,

Rajabheta, Bogibil, Niz Mancotta, Chiring Dunizan,Dulia Kakoti, Khanikar andZaku
gaon Panchayat. Hence the universe of the study is the households of the 13 Gaon
Panchayatof the Borbaruah Development Block.

Sampling Technique -

The vastness of coverage and operation of the areas of the Borbaruah
Development Block compels the researcher to take multistage random sampling method
(Triple stage) in order to determine the sampling units.

In the first stage the researcher purposively selects the Gaon Panchayats which
is in three kilometre radius area of the BCPL project as BCPL recognised the villages
and Gaon Panchayat situated in three kilometre radius areas of the project as affected
areas. These Gaon Panchayats are Borbaruah Gaon Panchayat, Dulia Kakati Gaon
Panchayat, Kotoha Gaon Panchayat, and ChiringDarnizan Gaon Panchayat.

The second stage random sampling selected the Barbaruah Gaon Panchayat
and Dulia Kakoti Gaon Panchayat for the particular study through lottery method
from the four Gaon Panchayat of the locality.

In the third stage individual respondent households are selected through
stratified random sampling basis from the sample villages of the two Gaon Panchayat.

Sample Size -

Considering, the fact of large size of the respondent households in the said two
Gaon Panchayat areas. A representative sample of 5 percent of the total population
have been selected on stratified random sampling basis from the survey are

Table I : Sampling Frame under Study Area
(Borbaruah Gaon Panchayat & Dulia Kakoti Gaon panchayat)

sl.
No. VillageName

Numberof
Householdsin

the village
SamplingUnit

1 Changmai GoriaGaon 407 20

2 Lepetkata Kachari Gaon 244 t2
J Dulia Gaon 189 09
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0480
Dulia Mahoroni Gaon4

0594
Kuhiarbari Gaon5

24475
Kakoti Gaon6

256
Bolai Tea Estate7

11226
Gaon8

051 0 1
Ghoronia Tea Estate9

15298
Gohain Gaon10

06t20
Na Hazar Konwar Gaon11

09t76
Patra Gaon12

229466
Burahazar Konwar Gaon13

3161s
Dibruai Dehingia Gaon14

30591
Mattack Gaon15 L)455
Borbaruah T.E16 2404793Total

The Role of

Results and Discussion

Table 2 : Name of the village and number of the households under Dulia'Kakoti Gaon Panchayat

Vol.lV No.l, Decemb "''tr' 
?l'tl'OtL/t

Source: Field SurveY

Hencethesamplesizeofthestudywas240numbersofhouseholds'

Questionnaire was served both in vemacular as well as English language to facilitate

therespondenthouseholdsinunderstandingtherealobjectiveofthestudy.

A brief detait of the survey areas -

TheresearcherundertakestwoGaonPanchayatundertheBorbaruah
DevelopmentBlockforconductingthesampleSuNeyofthestudy.ThesetwoGaon
PanchayatarenamelyDulia-KakotiGaonPanchayatandBorbaruahGaonPanchayat.

Following are some of the brief details'
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STSC

Total

Female

Total

Male
Total

Population
Numhrof
Households

Area of
Village

(inhecturcs)
Name of the Villagesl.

No.
1028t75906291,219244327.88Kachari Gaon01 84002434438872189t87.45DuliaGaon02

13
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sl.
No.

Name of the Village
Arcaof
Village

(inhochns)

Numhrof
Households

Total

Population

Total

Male

Total

Female SC SI

03 DuliaMahorani Gaon 108.63 80 352 184 168 130

04 Kuhiarbari Gaon 28s.2t 94 450 22t

05 Kakoti Gaon 260.36 475 2320 1127 11 97 7 595

06 Bolai Tea Estate 27s.39 256 1,334 659 675

07 Bengoli Gaon 267.54 226 1040 540 500 22 52

08 Ghoronia Tea Estate t46.53 1 0 1 497 255 ', 11LAL

09 Changmai Goria Gaon 245.01 407 1 ) 882 989 893 46 518

Total 2,072 9',966 5,050 1,916 94 3,163

Source; Compiled from District Census Handbook, Dibrugarh, Census of India 2011,

Series - 19Part XLI-B Village and Town wise Primary Census Abstract (PCA)

Directorate of Census Operations Assam.

Table 2 shows that there are altogether 2072 numbers of households underthe

Dulia-Kakoti Gaon Panchayat and its total population is 9,966 numbers consisting of
5,050 males and 4,976 females. Apart from this in the Dulia-Kakoti Gaon Panchayat,

there are presences of sizeable numbers of ST population counting as 3 , 1 63 numbers.

Table 3 shows that there are altogether 2,771numbers of households under the

Barbaruah Gaon Panchayat and its total population is 12,896 numbers consisting of
6,472 males and 6,424 females.

Thble 3 : Name of the village and number ofthe households under Borbaruah Gaon Panchayat

sl.
No.

Name of the Village
Area of
Village

(in hctarcs)

Number of
Households

Total

Population

Total

Male

Total

Female SC ST

01 Changmai Gohain Gaon 204.54 298 1,374 698 676 1 10

02 Na hazar Konwar Gaon 18s.61 t20 538 263 275

03 Patra Gaon 191.18 t76 818 4t0 408

04 Burahazar Konwar Gaon t84.23 466 2,098 1056 1,042 10 83

05 Dibruwal Dehingia Gaon 226.54 6t5 2,906 1 466, 1,440 17
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06 Mattack Gaon t79.00 591 2,838 t,$4!t,404 135 210

07 Borbaruah T.E. 119.11 455 2324 1 ,1 45 Ir ) 1 79 1 18

Total 2,771 12,896 6,47216,424 t47 338

Source.. Compiled from District Census Handbook, Dibrugarh, Census of India 2011,

Series - 19 Part XLI-B Village and Town wise Primary Census Abstract (PCA)

Directorate of Census Operations Assam.

Table 4 : Details of Acquisition of Land and Compensation paid by BCPL at

the time of commissioning of the project

Total acquisitioned land handed Over to BCPL 34638 - lK - 02 Ls

Total Gol,t. land Handed Over to BCPL l43B - lK - 04 Ls

Total land Mutated in the name of BCPL 3393B-lK-19Ls

Total acquisitioned land yet to be mutated 69B-4K-03Ls

Land Acquired for Rehabilitation 528-0K-00Ls

Total land Rehabilitated 528-0K-00Ls

Fund for Relief & Rehabilitation Package from, AIDC Rs.1,54,00,000.00

Total compensation paid forAcquisition of land by AIDC Rs.58,16,21,455.00

Total Premium paid for Govt. land by BCPL Rs. 2,83,000.00 (By Challan)

Total compensation paid for acquisition by BCPL Rs.2 1 ,84,0 4,213 .00

Total land handed over to BCPL 3606B -2K- 06Ls

Source.. District Land Acquisition Branch, Office of the Deputy Commissioner,

Dibrugarh Assam

Table 4, shows that the total land acquired for the BCPL project was 3,606

bighas out of which only 143 bighas were of goverlment land and rest were acquired

from the different private land owners by paying a compensation to the tune of

Rs.80,03,08,668.00/-
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Table 5 : Status of Land Acquisition of BCPL proiect &.A. case-wise)

t
E
E
jil

?/tlnta/, vot. rv,No. r. December.r6 71

$t.
No.

C*se Na, Yillage Area
(13*K*Ls)

Status of land

1 DRA.
7naa6

l-epetkata Kachari Gaon
(Beheating T.E.) Mancotta
Khanikar Mouza

228-2- 1 I
Land handcd over &

records mutated

2 DRA.
8/2006

45 No. Bolai F.S. Crant
(B), Mancotta Khanikar
Mouza

869-l-17
Land handed over &

records mutffed

J DRA.
9naa6

Lepetkata llongali Caon
(Clruronia T.E.) Mancotra
Khanikar Mouza

Land handed over &
records mutaled

4 DRA.
I 012006

45 No, llolai F.S. Cranr
(B), Mancotta Khanikar
Mouza

4-50-0-0
Land hancled over &

recortls mutated

5 DRA.
I ri2006

Borpather KakotiGaon
(M:s Ubruind Co. Ltd.)
Mancotta Khan ikar Mouza

4-t- I

Land lranded over &
records mutated

DRA.
12t2A06

Borpather Kakoti Gaon
(Beheating T.[i.) Mancoua
Khanikar Mouza

152-4-4
Land handed over &

records mutatcd

7 DRA,
t3t2006

Lepetkata BongaliCaon,
( Individual). IVlancotta
Khanikar Mouza

Land handed over &
records mutaled

I DRA.
1412A06

Borpather Kakoti Gaon
(lndividual) Mancorra
Khanikar Mouza

r 88-2- t B
Land handed over &

records rlutated

o DRA.
1512006

Borpather KakotiCaon
Lepetkata 1.8., Manc<ltta
Khanikar Mouza

122-3-fi
Land handed over &

records mutated

l0 DRA,
8120a7

lSorp:rther Kakoti Gaon,
Mancolta Khanikar Mouza

13-3-15
I-and handed o\,er &

recorc{s mutatec{
11 DRA.

9120a7
Lepetkata Bi:ngaliCaon.
Marcotta Khanikar Mouza

131- 1- t9 Land handed over &
records mutated

tl DRA.
t0t2007

Lepe&ata Kachari Oaon.
DurgapLrr Tea Estaie,
Mancotta Khanikar Mouza

70-0-0
Land handed over &

records mutated

l3 DRA.
11t2007

DLrlia gaon (Upper Assarn
Tea ('ompany). Mancotta
Khanikar Mouza

400-0-0
Land handed over &

records mutated

593-0-2

6

95-0-0
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Source .' District Land Acquisition Branch, Office of the Deputy Commissioner'

Dibrugarh, Assam.

72

Table 5 shows that the total acquired land can be categorised as private

individual owners land, private institutional owners land and govemment land' Here

the majority of land acquired for the commissioning of the BCPL project was of the

villages under the Dulia kakoti Gaon Panchayat of Borbaruah Development Block'

SelfDeclaredPoliciesofBCPLonCorporatesocialResponsibilities-
TheCompanyseesitselfasanessentialpartofthesocietyandiswellawareof

its responsibilities beyond financial considerations towards improving quality of life

Vol.lV. No.l, Decemb e''tt' ?k'bOtul

Land handed over &
records mutated

45-0-0
DRA.

23r2008
l4

Land handed over &
records mutated27-0-4

(iaon,BongaliLepetkata
vzaMoKhanikarMancotta

I5 DRA.
2912008 Lai"rd hancled over &

records tnutation is

under
3-1-8Laruah Mouza

Binoigutia (iaon,DRA.
nlzatq

t6

L,and handed over &

under CCSS

rc'cords mutation isl- )-)
53 No. E'.S. Crant.

L,aruah Mottza
DRA,

25120a9
17

Land handecl over &
records mutation is

under

11?
-- 

l'/

Bhimpora Village.
Modarklrat Mouza

DRA.
21nA09

18

Land lranded over &

under
I -3-4

Abhyapuria,
'fengakhat Mouza
SaruDRA.

2812009
l9

Land handed over &
records nrutation is

r"mder

1a 1')Dehing Thekerani,
Nlancotta Khanikar Mouza

DRA.
2912t)09

20

&l-and hartded over
records nlutation ts

rurder
59-0-1 l

'finsukia Gaon, Larua

Mr:ttza
DRA.

29i2010
?1

Rehabilitation is not

inch-rded in the total
land acquired tbr

acquired ftir

BCPL

s2-0-00
(A), Mancotta Klranikar

Mouza

45 No F.S. GrantDRA.
61200{:

2?

3463-1-02ALTOTGRAND

kl"ru Grrrt No. 2631282

(Ilorbheia Esiate Pvt. Ltd')

I'ipling Molzq'-,-=*--

records mutation is
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of the communities at large. Company has undertaken various CSR initiatives fbr
2014-15 taking into consideration the requirement of the local populace. An intemal
cross functional committee, after review and examination, recommends proposals for
implementation. An amount to the tune of I Crore has been committed during the year
under review towards the discharge of corporate social responsibility. Some of the
important projects taken up during the year 2015-16 are development of drainage
system & installation of street lights in the Barbaruah area, Construction of Girls,
toilet in four Government schools in the vicinity of BCpL project. Aparl from this the
most important one is the vocational and skill development training for 100 rural
women of nearby areas.

The Company has undertaken and completed development of a Green Belt by
planting additional 2000 trees around the plant during the year and with these a total
of 7200 trees have been planted so far with a cumulative expenditure of 14.5 Lakhs.
Thereisaplanforplantinganadditional3500treesduringtheyear 

2015-16.Company
is committed to proper disposal of construction and other wastes in line with various
statutory requirements, in an environment friendly manner.l

Role of BCPL in the infrastructurar deveropment of the rocarity -
Table 6, shows that most of the CSR activities done in the two Gaon panchayat

areas are of community development in nature and quantum is very negligible.

Table 6 : Totar number of cSR activity undertaken ob BCpL on the
Borbaruah & Dulia Kakoti Gaon panchayat

Year
2014-15 Particulars Amount Year

2015-16 Particulars

DuliaKakoti Constructionof
2 no. ofRoad 1 Crore

Development of community sashan 10 Lakhs
Infrastructure of Electrici[, Development 1 9 Lakhs

Borbaruah
Gaon
Panchayat

Nil
Development of drainage
system & installation of
street lights

53 Lakhs

Total 1 crores 82 Lakhs
Source.. Field Survey
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Role of BCPL in the Socio economic development of the locality -

ThispartofthestudyanalysedtheoverallimpactofcommissioningofBCPL

in the socio economic development of the locality on the basis of the primary survey

conductedintheDuliaKakotiGaonPanchayatandBorbaruahGaonPanchayat.

Table 7 : Commission of BCPLvs' increasing the

EmploYmen t OpPortunitY in service sector

Source; Field SurveY

Theabovetableshowsthatmorethan60%ofrespondentsviewthat

commissioning of BCPL positively links with increasing the scope of employment

opportunity in service sector in the locality' However 40olo of respondents offer their

views that the commission of BGPL has little effect or 10w effects in increasing the job

opportunitiesinthelocality.Thismaybeduetothereasonsthataftercompletionof

the commission phase no huge requirement of unskilled' semi- skilled and skilled

workers are there in the work site of BGPL' The amount of workforce required for the

core plant and industry is very much technical in nature. Hence, the local workers,

mostly of unskilled and semi-skilled in nature find difficulty for engagement' It means

BCPLtill nownot able to provide sustainable employmentto large numbers of workers

of these two PanchaYats'

Table 8 : Commission of BCPLvs increasing the Business Opportunities in the locality

Source; Field SurveY

Vol.lV. No.l. Decemb er'to ?/tl'aAA'/
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Here more than 50o/o of the respondents are of the view that commission of
BCPL in Lepatkata increases the business opportunity in the locality. The direct increase

of business opportunity may be noticed in the form of scope of supplying materials

and goods to the work-site, contract and vendorisation of logistical and other means.

The indirect scope of business may include the expansion of the consumer market in
Borbaruah and Lepatkata locality. This also helps in increasing the scope of rental and

lease agreements in the locality. However to sustain the scope of increasing business

opportunity the efficient and viable performance of BCPL in longer term is most

essential. Apart from this, there should be the establishment of downstream industries

of BCPL in the locality in the longer run.

Table 9 : Commission of BCPL vs increasing the employment opportunities in
agriculture, horticulture, craftsmanship etc.

Factors No. of Respondents Percentage
Hi$ly

Moderately 24 ra%
Low 216 90%

Source.' Field survey

The Table 9 clearly show that majority of respondent i.e. 90% posses the views

that the commission of BCPL in Lepatkata is not helpful in increasing the scope of
agriculture, horliculture and craftsmanship etc. Rather in the survey it came to known

that the two Panchayats earlier recognized as hot bed for agriculture and horticulture
production are showing decreasing agriculture production due to the vast amount of
fertile land was acquired by BCPL. Apart from this the remaining part of agriculture

land was pressured by other sectors such as increasing the habitantarea, infrastructural

and business acquisition by parties other than BCPL etc.

Table 10 : Commission of BCPL vs Income level

Factors No. of Respondents Percentage

Hi$ly
Moderately 180 75%

Low 60 25%

Source: Field survey
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Majority of respondents i.e. 75oh ate of the view that commission of BCPL

Lepatkata helps in raising the income level of the locality. Though the increase in the

income level is not robust but it definitely boast up the incomes of different segment

of economy directly or indirectly. Howevef, one pertinent observation comes out at

the time of survey that the income level of various respondents directly or indirectly

related with BCPL projects lowering down gradually after the commission phase was

completed.

Tablell:CommissionofBCPLvsincreasingsavings

Factors No. of Respondents Percentage

20 8.33 %

86 3).)) 70

Low t40 58.34%

Source; Field Suruey

The Table 11 reveals that inspite of the raising of income level (from earlier

reference) the savings of the respondent family are not increasing so much after the

commission of BcPL Lepatkata. This may be due to rising of the cost of living and

rising of standard of living in the locality. However from the held survey it is revealed

that improper financial planning and saving habit along with lack of awareness about

different banking products of the respondent is one of the other reasons among them'

Raising the level and volume of savings is essential for sustainable financial inclusion

of the locality.

Conclusion

The BCpL authority should initiate aprogram of developing altemative means

of employment/ income generation ofthe families directly affected bythe commission

of BCPL i.e. land effected, as their feeling is that they are not sufficiently compensated

in return of their land and property. Perhaps it will benefit both the parties in making a

cordial environment around the work place'

The programmes of generating alternative means of employment may be

extending technical and financial help in establishing poultry firms, piggery firms,

Vor. rv No. l. Decemb "r'to 
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and Milk production. This has a vast demand in the locality as well as in the market.

The CSR activities of BCPL should focus on boosting up of the infrastructure and

facilities for generating of alternative means of employment rather than construction

ofroads and drains etc.

The company should strictly adhere to the environmental norms and practices

and utmost care should be taken so that no negative impact is visible in case of health,

economy of the people of the locality. There are instances of the livelihood of the

fishermen community in the nearby areas being hampered due to discharged of
unscientific wast disposal by BCPL in the Sessa river.

The company should be more careful in environmental protection ofthe locality;

otherwise the occupational group such as fishermen, poultry firms, milk producer, and

agriculture will suffer a jolt soon due to the pollution causes by the waste disposal and

industrial by-products of the BCPL project. It may certainly lower down the income

level ofthe occupational groups.
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GROWTH OF CULTURAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN

ASSAM WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO MOBILE

THEATRE ESTABLISHMENTS

RohitNayanBarua

Keywords : Theatre, Entrepreneurship, Assam'

Introduction

Mobile theatre is a distinguishing cultural pride ofAssam. From time immemorial,

,bhoonas, 
,,dramas' and action-packed demonstration have been adding holistic and spiritual

values to the life ofpeople since ancient time in India. It is admitted by all that'Theatre' is a

very powerful medium ofperforming art w{rich can play catal1'tic role for bringing social

changes. Theatre plays an important role in the society both socially and economically'

Technically, a modem theatre can be termed as a fusion of a range of other activities such as

dancing, drama, music, painting and sculpturing as a performing art activity' The origin of

theatre can be traced around 5000 years ago, where legends imply that the first play was

performed in heaven as Gods were enacting their triumph after the defeat of demons'

In this 21st century, theatres are no more limited to be a simple cultural activity. In

this age ofrapid globalisation where everything is based on commercialised ideas, very few

quanta of social activities are ofnon-commercial nature. Entrepreneurship is an economic

Vot. tV, No. l. Decemb er'to ?h/,Otl'/
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activity. Entrepreneurial activities have existed since the beginning ofhuman civilisation.
Entrepreneurship not only conkibutes towards the society at large but also has a significant
contribution towards economic development ofthe nation's economy. These entrepreneurial
activities act as crucial machinery to accelerate the growth rate of a nation's economy.
Enffeprcneurial activities are generally newly established, innovative mechanisms ofconducting
businesses in an economy; they may exist in any one or all ofthe following forms :

1) Introduction of anewproduct or service.

2) lntroduction of a new mechanism ofproduction or providing service.

3) opening ofanewmarket opporrunity in manufacturing or service.

4) Exploitation ofanew source ofinput.

5) Establishmentofaninnovativebusinessmanagementprocesses.

According to Richard Cantillon, entrepreneurship is a process ofbuying at a cerlain
price in the present and sell at uncefiainprice in the future. According to p. F. Drucker,
entrepreneurship is an act of innovation involving endowing existing resources with new
wealth producing capacity.

Objective

The objective ofthe paper is to examine the growth ofcultural entrepreneurship in
Assam with special reference to mobile theatre units. The study also covers the location,
period and duration of existence of such theatres till date.

Methodology

The study is based on both primary and second ary d,atacollected from leaflets,
brochures and notifications published by the units which are operationally successfrrl till date.
The study covers only the surviving units ofmobile theatre. The secondary data is collected
from books, journals, unpublished thesis and the websites ofvarious theatre units. The data
have been analysed and processed and inferences drawn from the same.

Observations

Theatre in India emerged between 2nd century BC to lst centuryAD and got
flourished between 1 st centuryAD to 10th centuryAD just after development of Greek and
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Romantheatre which in fact occuffedbefore the establishment of theatre in otherparts of

Asia. InAssam, the mobile theatre units encompasses within its peripheral objective' the

valued cultural traditions of the people, contempolary practices of social and political life

andthehistoricalvaluesofthelandbesidescommercialones.Mobiletheatregroupsinclude

different crews such as casts, singers, musicians, dancers, electricians, event organisers and

other crew members uho travel to different places and conduct the theatrical activity' As per

Somewesternresearcherspuppetrywastheearliestphasefromwhichtheatreevolved.

Puppetry was further followed by ,Natya Shastra,with its modifications and regulations.

The Indian theatre was based on the I'{aQa shastraof Bhorot Muni written during 1st

century.Thepresenttheatricalscenariohasevolvedfromfolkandtraditionalformof

performing art. The forms of performing art practiced in various parts ofAssam during

various occasions are: singing and dancing . dhuliasor the drummers'p utalanachor the

puppetryshow,ojapali(wherethehumansreplacethepuppetsinapuppetryshowconcept),

kushangan(a type of folk dramatic form of art) and khuliya or bayan (a form of non-

formal performing afi). The mobile theafre or Bhramyaman theatre inAssam came to existence

fuomjatraparties ofwestBengal. The concep tofiatrapartiesevolved inLowerAssam in

1860-80's which gradually became very popular in parts of LowerAssam' The increasing

popularif of such activities has led to translation of Bengal iyatra's tntoAssamese languages

and was performed to suit the requirements ofAssamese people' Natraj theatre during the

firsthalfl960's,madesignificantinnovationsintheirperformancesandalsoequallyfocused

oncolnmelcialaspects.TheLahkarbrothersduringtheirvisittovariousplacessummarised

that there exist high demands for sophisticated new generation theatre models repiacing the

existing old fashioned ones. probably, Achyut Lahkar can be tagged as the first generation

cultural entrePreneur of Assam'

Although the organisational pattern of) atra partiesofwest Beng al and gana natyas

of oddisa has some resemblance with Mobile Theatre ofAssam' yet they vary in many

aspectsvisibleinitsperformingstyle.TheurbantheatresoramateurgroupsofWestBengal

and oddisa are a formal form of art which are performed for 3-7 days at a place upon

different subjects each day. with a capacity for around 4000 spectators at atime' the 'pendal'

is built with tarpaulin, logs and bamboos. Depending on the size of the Jatra Dal ot Nata
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Range of Years of Operation Name of Theatre Place of Existence

0- 10
Raj Mukut Theatre Pathsala

Nayantara Theatre Jalah

Surjya Theatre Guwahati

Brindawan Theatre Bonda, Guwahati

Ramdhenu Theatre Barihat, Guwahati

Itihas Theatre Mirza, Guwahati

Raj Tilak Theatre Mirza, Guwahati

t0-20
Natasurjya Theatre Sibsagarh

Sutradhar Theatre Naharkatia, Dibrugarh

Srimanta Theatre Naharkatia, Dibrugarh

Rajashree Theatre Mukalmua, Nalbari

Rupraj Theatre Mlrza\Guwahati

20-30
Bordoisila Theatre Nalbari

Saraighat Theatre Sasoni,Nagaon

Prithwimj Theatoe

(panchajanyatheatre) Jamuguri

30-40
Srirnanta Sankardev Theate Hahsora, Sibsagarh

HengulTheatre Mariani, Golaghat

Dal,atleastamarginof200-300peoplearedirectlyernployedineachgroup orDal.The
range of payment for reputed artist is Rs. 15000-20000 as salary per month, for normal
artist Rs. 5000-7000, for singers/musicians Rs. 3000-5000 and for child artist Rs. 500
which varies depending on the quantum and level ofperformance (intemet sources). Mobile
theatre has become one ofthe popular means of entertainment both in urban and rural areas

ofAssam. The theatre units are representing rich culture and societal norms and values of
Assamese society" q uality pl ays with techni cal innovation.

Table I : Life span of Existing Theatres established 1963-20rs
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S o urce : Mousumi Devi, Economic andManagerial aspects of mobile theatre establishments

inAssam, 201 6(unpublished thesis, GU')

The first theatre unit came to existence inAssam in 1963 and successively many

*it,"u,n.toexistenceindifterentpartsofthestate.Initiallydifferentproprietorsoftheatre
units started operating either by establishing permanent ownership of land or by hiring land

on rent to conduct their operations. observations from the above Table 1 
' 
we can summarise

thatquiteminimumnumberofmobiletheatreenterprisessurvivedformarginofmorethan4O

years including Kohinoor Theatre, Theatre Bhagyadevi and Binapani Theatre' Moreover'

among long term established enterprises majority ofthe theatre enterprises have their source

of origin and existence from LowerAssam Zone except certain exceptions such as Srimanta

Sankardev Theatre, Hengul Theatre and Suruj Theatre whichjointhe club 30-40 years of

existence. The government also supported such activities based on cooperative interest of

the society and the entrepreneurs or proprietors ofthe concerned theatres' The theatrical

operations got boost initially in the period 79 63'97'

Table 2 : ZoneWis e Location of Mobile Theatre

Zones 1963-97 t997-2015 Total

t963-2015

LowerAssam 53 35 88

MiddleAssam 12 J 15

Upper Assam 23 18 41

Total 88 56 144

S o urce; Mousumi Devi, Economic andManagerial aspects of mobile theatre establishments

in Assam, 20 1 6 (unpublished thesis, G'U')

82 Vol' lV' No l' Decemb e''tt' ?/tl'Otui

Patacharkuchi

Parihareswar Theatre

(Indrani Theatre)
DibrugarhTingkhong,Suruj Theatre

PathsalaAawahan Theatre

PathsalaKohinoorTheatre
Moroowa,NalbariTheatre Bhagyadevi

Baniakuchi,NalbariBinapaniTheatre

40-50
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ln 1963 -97 , 60%o of theatre units were established in Lower Assam , l4yoof theatre
units in MiddleAssam and 26Yo oftheatreunits in UpperAssam. Similarly, inl997 -2015,
63Yo of theatre units were established in LowerAssam, 5o/o of thetheatre units in Middle
Assam and32oh oftheatre units in UpperAssam. The table depicts that entrepreneurial
activities are getting boosted in the LowerAssam districts substantially followed by Upper
and MiddleAssam districts. Although, Tezpur is always considered to be the cultural hub of
the state yet it has not shown high priority in mobile theatre enterprises. Table 2 implies the
growth ofmobile theatre enterprises in differentparts ofthe state with significant increase in
parts oflowerAssam Zone. This implies the fact that the Jatra movement got impetus in
LowerAssam and many Jatra parties subsequently converted their parties to professional
theatre units such as Nat arq theatre,Bhagyadevi theatre, Aaradhana theatre and Makunda
theatre. Thus, LowerAssamRegionavails bettermargin ofspectators intheatrical enterprises.

Table 3 : Number of Mobile Theatre units with their district origin 1963-97

Source :Mousumi Devi, Economic andManagerial aspects ofmobile theatre establishments
inAssam, 201 6(unpublished thesis, GU.)

%tlarul Vot. tV No. l. December.t6 8g

District 0-10 I0-2A
Barpeta

Kamrup M & U
Goalpara

Bongaigaon

Darang

Nagaon

Golaghat

Jorhat

Sibsagarh

Dibrugarh

Sonitpur

N.Lakhimpur

Nalbari

I

20-30
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From the above Table 3, it appears that the Nalbari district has the highest number

of concentration of theatre units with an avefage of 2}Y'followed by Kamrup (M & U)

district with an ayerage of \9o/oand Barpeta district with 15%' whereas in the upper

Assam zone, Dibrugarh district avails the highest concentration oftheatre units with an average

of g .\o/owl.trch is followed by Sibsagarh district with an average of 6o/o and Golaghat distict

with an average of 6'/r.The table-1.3 depicts highest incidence of origin of theatres for

Nalbari district foilowed by Barpeta. The people of Barpeta possess entrepreneurial skill

not only inthis cultural field alone but it is also famous for small industries namely fire cracker'

ivory articles and the glories bell metal industry Both Barpeta and Nalbari were originally a

part of undivided Kamrup district ofAssam. The people of Barpeta were associated with

cultural performance like bhaonas and satrianitra ever since the establishment ofBarpeta

kirtan ghar in 1505 which is the focal point of attention of Neo vaishnavism'' The present

district ofNalbari eams the distinction ofperforming 'Rasmahotsav' every year in the most

colourful way which attracts lakhs of people during the period of fortnight' Nalbari is also

famous forhandloomandhandicraftproducts. The zeal ofentrepreneurship is deeplyimbued

in the character of indigenous people ofthe district who possess admirably high skill of

workmanshiP and craft smanshiP'

Table 4 : District wise base location and number of Mobile Theatre 1997 -2015

District 0-10 10-20 20-30

Barpeta

KamrupM&U
Goalpara

Bongaigaon

Darang

Nagaon

Golaghat

Jorhat

Sibsagarh

Dibrugarh

84
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Sonitpur

N. Lakhimpur

Nalbari

Soutce : Mousumi Devi, Economic and Managerial aspects ofmobile theatre establishments

inAssam, 20 1 6 (unpublished thesis, GU.)

We observe a significant decrease in the number of mobile units in the state during
the period 1997-2015.Around 32 units of mobile theatre units got shut in areas such as

Barpeta, Nalbari, Golaghat, Nagaon, Jorhat, Sibsagarh and Darang, which left the total
number of units in the state fall from 88 mobile theatre units during 1963-97 to 56 mobile
theatre units during 1997-2015.Thus approximately, around 36.36%fall in mobile theatre
units is obseryed as per Table 4 in the period L997 -2015 . Nalbari and Barpeta lead the way
to fall ofhighestnumber ofmobile theatre units.

Conclusion

The mobile theatre units inAssam have contributed both socially and economically
towards the development ofthe society. It is evident that even during most stressed periods
inAssam suchastheAssammovement (AsomAnclulan),periods while barutedoutfits such
as IILFA, NDFB etc., were fi.xrctioning at their tlueshold level ofmilitary activities, communiq,
clashes, etc. the theatres were operating fully without any hindrances. These theatre activities
helped to overcome and guide the people towards apeaceful and aprosperous society. The
mobile theatre activities were a greater source for employment generation. These activities
acted as a catalyst to transfotm many lives of the cultural workers. These mobile theatre
units were also beneficial for people whose businesses were indirectly associated to these
theatre units.Althoughthe govemmenthas notdeclaredthis sectorofbusiness as anindustry,
it expands and grows slowly throughout the state without any assistance from the state
government except for the relaxation ofthe enterlainment tax. In present times, this indusf,y
has many players and thus has a greater competitive environment. In this competitive
environment, someplayerstarget for short-termprofits whereas some forlong-termprofits.
Sometimes, players conduct certain irresponsible and unprofessional practices, thus causing
a threat towards healthy competitive environment in the industry

%tla,uf Vor. rv No. r. December'r6 gs
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